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Katcher, Leo The Big Bankroll 
Harper. Feb. 4,1959. 369p. $5.00. (IIa) 

Sondern, Frederic, Jr. 
Brotherhood Evil: The Mafia 
Straus Cudahy. Feb. 27, 1959. 243p. $3.95. 

a 

“The Life and Times Arnold Leo 
Katcher’s absorbing biography one this century‘s 
most influential gamblers subtitled, may well serve 
introduction and companion piece Frederic 
Sondern’s rather frightening account the growth 
the power the Mafia overlords this nation’s 
widespread and powerful underworld. Both books 
testify clearly the truth that large scale and organized 
vice gambling, extortion, usury 
rackets prostitution and narcotics cannot 
exist without the connivance corrupt politicians who 
willingly threat blackmail cooperate and even 
participate the nefarious practices the mobsters. 


Arnold Rothstein was the black sheep, the rebellious 
second son admirably pious and successful cotton 
merchant (who had had leave school support the 
family when his father died), began his career 
gambler his early teens, first errand boy for 
other gamblers and small time politicians, then precari- 
ously but pertinaciously his own. was obsessed 
with desire for money that amounted blind 
greed, greed which did not, however, hamper his 
amazing ability organize and administer growing 
cohort underlings. Under the protection Big Tim 
Sullivan, power Tammany, opened his own 
gambling establishment after successful defense his 
reputation skillful pool player which paid him his 
first big profits bets collected from his opponent and 
his percentage from the bets others who backed him. 
never smoked and did not drink. dressed quiet- 
ly, even elegantly, sharp contrast that time the 
fashion among the sports the early twentieth cen- 
tury. married Carolyn Greene, who had been 
brought Catholic, and for that was considered 
dead his family. His progress from small huge 
bankroll makes fascinating and the same time hor- 
rifying story. loaned money high interest, usually 
least ten percent, and relied strongarm subordi- 
nates, who seemed recognize his authority instinc- 
tively, collect the borrower seemed dilatory 
recalcitrant. 

The story the Rosenthal murder and the trial and 
execution police Lieutenant Becker recounted here 
marking the end phase the collaboration 
politicians and the underworld. From that period on, 
the police were longer considered necessary ad- 
junct corrupt government. Big Tim Sullivan 
credited with the foresight make direct liaison with 
the underworld through Arnold Rothstein 
tween. According Katcher, was Rothstein who 
taught the underworld large scale organization which 
was put into operation within months after the passage 
the Volstead Act and the beginning the disastrous 
Prohibition Era. When rum-running showed signs 
becoming unprofitable when repeal approached, Roth- 
stein was already moving into narcotics smuggling. 
was murdered while the midst one his biggest 
schemes for the importation heroin, and his huge 
illegal fortune was, appears, never realized. had 
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also bet hugely the outcome the elections 1928 
and stood win enormous amount. His death 
celled all bets. His murder remains one the many 
unsolved crimes the period. 


this same era, the Mafia—a tight familial 
tion Sicilian outlaws who had emigrated America 
—began make itself felt extortion, union racketeer. 
ing, and other illicit traffic. would appear that the 
Mafia learned from Rothstein abandon interfamilial 
jealousies and rivalries, usually arising out question 
“jurisdiction” over disputed areas, geographical 
economic, and adopted sort national organization 
which assigned certain territories certain leaders, the 
dons, capi mafiosi. 


The utter ruthlessness, even amorality the 
the terror they incite among the majority their law 
abiding and decent compatriots, and their obstinate 
submission the omerta, their code secrecy, has 
made them the most powerful group the underworld 
which they now, according all indications, seem 
dominate completely. Besides this, the mafiosi have 
learned operate quietly and with amazing efficiency. 
They have stretched tentacles into all forms 
mate businesses through the investment ill-gotten 
gains. Gambling, protection rackets, jukeboxes, prosti- 
tution, and, most insidious and dangerous all, the 
narcotics traffic are for the most part their control. 


Mr. Sondern’s book makes the point that the greatest 
single blow thus far the international Mafia, least 
this country, was Sergeant Edgar Croswell’s handling 
the now-famous Appalachin meeting, which appears 
have been top-level conference the capi 
discuss policies. This has sparked congressional in- 
vestigations and added weight the investigations con- 
ducted Senator Kefauver’s committee. 


foreword Frederic Sondern’s book, Commissioner 
Harry Anslinger, the Bureau Narcotics the 
Treasury Department writes: “Brotherhood Evil will 
fascinating reading for the general public. should 
compulsory reading for every law enforcement officer 
the United States.” can only underscore this 
statement. Read and awake! 
Grady, 


Williams, William Appleman 

The Tragedy American Diplomacy 
World. Feb. 219p. $4.75. 
The jacket this volume states that the book 
searching analysis United States Foreign Policy 
the Twentieth Century.” The book essentially that, 
but does not pretend allow twentieth century events 
stand alone but rather search back our history, 
even adding quotations from the Founding Fathers 
for documentation. Dr. Williams one the younger 
scholars, being Associate Professor History the 
University Wisconsin, where also took his 
torate. 


One the delightful features the book his inclu- 
sion appropriate quotations the beginning each 
chapter which set tone for the material which follows. 
Even his Introduction, points the material for 
the entire book calling attention the advent 
the Sputnik Era and the consequent jolt which has 
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given United States (and even world) complacency. 
does not believe would where are today 
had followed different policy the period the 
first half the century. 


Most the blame goes John Hays’ “open door” 
policy, which demanded free access China trade and 
later all United States trade everywhere. 
his first chapter, establishes the thesis that 
have followed great inconsistency which plagued 
Theodore Roosevelt, forced moral considerations upon 
Woodrow Wilson, even distressed Calvin Coolidge and 
Franklin Roosevelt times. First, says have 
shown warm humanitarian impulse help other 
people; second, have asserted principle self- 
determination for all nations. these, sees in- 
consistency but the third, the view that cannot 
support people who hold our views, are 
totally inconsistent says Professor Williams. 


necessary accept his thesis, course, accept 
his conclusion. There are undoubtedly many, includ- 
ing our own Mr. Dulles, who would not admit his 
third principle and, therefore, would throw out com- 
pletely his conclusions. The book takes us, however, 
through good historical account our actions from 
the administration President McKinley President 
and centers its attention “behind-the- 
scenes” policy makers such John Hay, Elihu Root, 
Charles Evan Hughes, Bernard Baruch, Herbert Hoover, 
Averill Harriman, George Kennan, Dean Acheson 
and John Foster Dulles. Some these have been very 
much “behind the scenes” but the suspicion rests that, 
out office, their influence never ceases. 


Not one them, however, completely satisfies Professor 
Williams since they seem hold clearly the Ameri- 
can “party-line,” split only was over Article 
the League Nations Charter, but just clearly mov- 
ing back into line, when the peril war the national 
interest has been jeopardy. 


Professor Williams’ solution stated page 210 
his Conclusion. states the problem: how sustain 
democracy and prosperity without imperial expansion. 
His solution: set modus vivendi with the Soviet 
Union, Red China and “their allies” (it might diffi- 
cult distinguish allies Khrushchev Tito), and 
allocate all United States aid and assistance through 
the appropriate agencies the United Nations. 


Professor Williams believes these actions our part 
would open the way for reform Communist coun- 
tries, rehabilitate the Security Council the 
what was supposed under the Charter and 
thus free other agencies the proper performance 
their appointed tasks. evident that our author 
has supreme faith the idea the United Nations 
and wants see given opportunity function 
the limit its power. does not suggest unilateral 
agreements such the Soviet constantly seem favor 
nor even summit conferences where only the “Great 
Powers” meet. asks for the establishment faith 
and trust, actually the conduct international 
affairs. Mr. Mikoyan said his recent visit, “the 
problem one trust and confidence.” returning 
home, told the Russian people the same thing but 
added “we will now watch the United States see 
how they perform.” Perhaps, can show our trust 


455 


and confidence immediately shipping all the sinews 
our material strength the Soviet bolster the 
sagging economy the Communist world and the 
Soviet could show their trust and confidence 


promptly accepting it! 
Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Washington, 


Schwartz, Bernard 
The Professor and the Commissions 
Knopf. Feb. 17,1959. 275p. $4.00. (1) 


Bernard Schwartz the brilliant New York University 
Law School professor who was fired from his position 
chief counsel the special House Legislative Over- 
sight Subcommittee because his persistent and well- 
publicized attempts run the subcommittee’s inquiry 
manner opposed the subcommittee majority. 
This book his defense, the form attack 
his former employers. 


February, 1957, Speaker Sam Rayburn personally 
urged the creation special subcommittee from the 
House Committee Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
study the operations the federal regulatory agen- 
cies. Rayburn proud having played role the 
birth every regulatory agency except the and 
had come feel that they were not doing the job 
intended for them Rayburn and the Congress. There 
was bipartisan general agreement that the new in- 
quiry should “non-political.” Bernard Schwartz was 
hired chief counsel, precisely because guarantees 
that was “non-political.” this reviewer’s opinion, 
all Mr. Schawrtz’s publicized difficulties may well 
stem from his ignorance “non-political” the Con- 
gressional context. 


For Mr. Schwartz “non-political” seemingly meant that 
would free control the whole inquiry 
expose the sins the commissioners, White House aides 
and Congressmen without any thought their political 
connections. For Rayburn and the other leaders “non- 
political” seemingly meant that commissioner, White 
House aide Congressman would subject 
attack that could arouse opposition from politically en- 
trenched quarters effective reform commission 
procedures and organization. Schwartz apparently did 
not understand that political prudence might require 
abstaining from public denunciation what were the 
widespread practices the non-political branches 
the national government. 

Schwartz has excellent reputation for being dy- 
namic scholar the field administrative law. Apart 
from his teaching and writing, however, his practical 
experience had been limited assisting other lawyers 
preparing appellate briefs and arguments, and 
serving briefly consultant the second Hoover 
commission. brief, was lawyer’s lawyer total 
ignorance the day-to-day procedures government. 
was therefore shocked discover that the standard 
American business procedures 
methods contacting people power, liberal enter- 
taining and the padding expense accounts could also 
found governmental circles. 


About half the book good summary the activities 
the “big six” regulatory agencies that form the 
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“fourth branch” the national government. There 
wealth material indicating that these agencies are 
need some reform. January, 1959, the sub- 
committee recommended the adoption special code 
ethics supply enforceable norms conduct 
what new, but vital area government. The Con- 
gressional recommendations are too recent in- 


cluded this book. 


his rush into print defend himself, the professor 
has left behind the calmness and objectivity expect 
from such renowned technician the law. The main 
value the book horrible example what 
trouble good man can get into when lets his emo- 
tions his guide area which practically 
ignorant. There may further newspaper stories, but 
The Professor and the Commissions immediate 


value only. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Swanberg, 

Jim Fisk: The Career Improbable Rascal 
Scribner. Feb. 16,1959. 310p. $4.50. 
Jim Fisk was gamey character who created quite 
furore New York before met violent end early 
The present biography not critical one, 
having been culled largely from newspaper accounts, 
and the newspapers that period were anything but 
temperate. Some the purple prose the period has 
also affected the author’s style and judgment, when 
says the very first page, “Fisk seemed divinely 
fashioned for the function giving offense people 
taste.” There is, also, too much specious moralizing 
without any serious effort get behind the motives 
the people involved. 


Born Vermont 1835, Jim Fisk quit school twelve 
years take the life peddler. Even that 
early age showed considerable flair for showman- 
ship. the age nineteen, married Lucy Moore, 
four years his junior; and one the major mysteries 
his life the fact that, although always spoke 
her with the highest respect, spent very little time 
living with his young wife. Moving Boston 
become salesman for textile firm, Fisk made his first 
big stake during the Civil War representative for 
his firm Washington. this money capital, 
moved New York late 1864. Although was 
quickly wiped out, returned 1865 and entered 
into alliance with Daniel Drew, the treasurer the 
Erie Railroad. From that time, Fisk’s name was always 
associated with the Erie. 


There follows description financial skullduggery 
which Drew, Jay Gould, and Fisk range themselves 
against Commodore Vanderbilt who was trying take 
over the Erie. The Fisk faction won, thanks “free” 
printing press that could always print more stock ser- 
tificates; but not without hard fight which judges 
and legislators were bribed and compromise effected 
with Vanderbilt for $4,500,000. new board 
directors included Boss Tweed, Fisk and Gould. Gould 
and Fisk now tried corner the gold market with the 
connivance President Grant’s brother-in-law, who 


was brought into the deal order secure with his 
supposed influence government non-interference. This 
was messy deal which Grant showed himself 
markably naive financial matters. 


Soon after coming New York, Fisk entered into 
liaison with divorcee named Josie Mansfield; and this 
woman, thanks Fisk’s generosity, became quite pros- 
perous. When she tired Fisk’s attentions, she thought 
she could get still more money out Fisk and together 
with New York playboy, Edward Stokes, she sued 
Fisk for $50,000. Fisk was able turn the tables and 
enter countersuit which enraged Stokes that 
January 1872, waited for Fisk the stairs the 
Grand Central Hotel and fatally wounded him. Fisk 
died the next day. 


Although Jim Fisk was colorful character, the chief 
interest this book for adults its description the 
financial piracy and the social mores those un- 
lamented bygone days. 

William Schweder, 


Payne, Robert 
The Gold Troy: The Story Heinrich 
Schliemann and the Buried Cities An- 
cient Greece 

Funk and Wagnalls. Feb. 19,1959. 273p. $3.95. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—March) 


One the most unbelievable characters modern 
times was the merchant-archeologist, Heinrich Schlie- 
mann. This son the Parson 
spite the troubles plaguing him all his life (many 
them self-caused)—became one the richest mer- 
chant princes the world, master practically all 
the European languages, and the excavator Troy 
and Mycenae. 


The present work detailed biography this eccen- 
tric individual. The author traces his career from his 
disturbed childhood, through his early misfortunes, his 
first fortune made Sacramento, his business ventures 
St. Petersburg and the world, and finally his passion 
for uncovering the treasures Troy and Mycenae. 
Payne bases his biography—for the most part—on the 
meticulous diaries Schliemann himself. These reveal 
Schliemann complex and almost contradictory 
character. Throughout his life was continually 
driven various forces: desire for recognition, fortune, 
fame, appreciation. Nevertheless, could vaccillate 
his purposes, alternate between craftiness and credu- 
lity, deceive officials and loyal subordinates. 
was always troubled and worried man with real 
friends except and Virchow. There 
doubt that the book has presented Schliemann the man 
and the archeologist. The value his archeological 
discoveries stressed, although there attempt 
made hide the amateurishness his early attempts. 


Fortunately the author—in his final chapter—brings the 
archeological knowledge Troy the publication 
Ventris and Chadwick 1956. Thus rounded 


picture presented. 


Because its details the book becomes rather tedious 
times. also, many respects, gossipy book, 
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loosely organized, and somewhat uncritical. There are 
pages plates. select bibliography also given. 


Geron Fournelle, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Noyce, Wilfrid The Springs Adventure 
World. Feb. 23,1959. 256p. $4.00. 


Wilfrid Noyce admirably follows the tradition 
British mountain-climbers since scholar, now 
master the School Charterhouse with that other 
daring Everest climber, George Mallory, and poet 
well outstanding mountaineer. His anlysis the 
very start this magnificent book the concept 
adventure something make any the British 
analytical philosophers envious. Dissatisfied with the 
dictionary definition adventure “an enterprise, 
hazard risk incurred; novel unexpected inci- 
dent,” Noyce begins prune and prune, refining the 
term, and entering into the psychological mysteries 
human motivation, but not daring far the 
splendid paradox Chesterton: 
think the immense act has something about human and 
excusable; and when endeavour analyze the reason for 
this feeling find lie, not the fact that the thing was 
big bold successful, but the fact that the thing was 
perfectly useless everybody, including the person who 
did it.” 
The division and arrangement the chapters therefore 
are suggested the motives the adventurer whether 
may adventuring flying, climbing, sailing, deep- 
sea diving, etc. This most fascinating approach 
something that mysterious man—his sense 
adventure. 


people measure ice caps, collect emperor penguins’ 
eggs, and decide sit under the snow for months 
order add the sum total meteorological knowl- 
edge, this only partial reason for their acting. 
Noyce thinks that one powerful reason the insistence 
upon proving oneself, upon “wearing hair-shirt” and 
suggests this motivation examples Byrd, 
Stanley, and Robert Falcon Scott, all explorers, and 
especially the latter there seems something 
the ascetic, the Flagellant the Middle Ages. other 
cases finds that the love contrast and the accept- 
ance danger are forms “physical exertion” motif 
adventure. Nietzsche alluded this advantage 
danger any enterprise the fear that the danger 
produces controlled and not ignored. the person 
Zarathustra, wrote: “He has heart who knows 
fear, but overcomes fear who sees the precipice, yet 
undaunted.” 

Anatomizing the motive pleasure adventure, Noyce 
remarks that all the pleasures pure motion, those 
the balloonist, the glider, and the undersea diver 
must among the purest. The Silent World Jacques 
Yves Cousteau writes pages that tingle with excitement: 
“To halt and hang attached nothing, lines air- 
Pipe the surface, was dream.” Noyce reserves for 
mountaineering the widest range pleasure because 
the “joy physical self-expression, the joy the long 
innings, the hard rally the close finish, united that 
finer pleasure, the cumulative joy good combined 
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whether the pleasure experienced alone with 
friends, and escapism, fame, money, conquest, competi- 
tion, scientific compulsion, altruism, are frequently in- 
volved the intricate convoluted machinery human 
conduct. 
Noyce offers many suggestions but humble 
explorer facing mystery and his final words are almost 
prayer: 
“When all said, the mystery behind remains mystery. 
remains something leagues outside ourselves, toward which, 
you like think that way, these greater things sea 
and hills and deserts are sort half-way house, moods 
larger rhythm and line, moving between the eternal and 
mine. The feeling humility before such majesty salu- 


tary one, and the most apt all that know, release 
for while from the prison our little selves.” 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Behan, Brendan Borstal Boy 


Knopf. Feb. 23,1959. 372p. $4.50. (IIb) 

Art selective; principally, seems me, because all 
can get too much, even good thing. Brendan 
Behan, author The Quare Fellow, not selective 
this present work. His book becomes tedious. Detail 
leans upon detail until the structure totters and interest 
collapses. Dialogue crammed with unusual jargon 
and slang; laced with Gaelic and its corruptions. 
glossary the end the book some help but even 
with (the reaction may mine)—so what! peer 
into the diary Irish patriot makes his way 
through jail term England. The experience, based 
truth, surely significant but not for the reader. 
Perhaps artful selection might have created that needed 
significance. 


Autobiographically Brendan Behan tells his story. 
was apprehended IRA partisan overly en- 
thusiastic about the use planted bombs. jailed, 
first rather cruel place while waits final sen- 
tence Borstal institution. The name Borstal came 
from the village near Rochester where the institution 
was first situated. There were six such Behan’s time 
and they were maintained for juveniles. 


The book plods through various cells while meet 
jailers all kinds and fellow prisoners. The language 
times and there rather constant and annoying use 
dashes and dots indicate partically suppressed 
profanity. Why not suppress altogether? The reader 
thinks back with relish Herman Wouk’s Foreword 
regarding profanity the preface his Caine Mutiny. 


Brendan Behan Catholic and unashamed it. 
given poor treatment the hands the prison 
Catholic chaplain. His excommunication for member- 
ship the IRA seems oversimplified its basic mis- 
understanding the Irish. The priest’s sermon, geared 
Christmas description the delights plum 
pudding, completely out place hall filled with 
hungry prisoners. The portrait the priest unat- 
tractive. Behan anticlerical, perhaps with reason. 
Yet difficult for the patient judge the curative 
value bitter medicine. Objectivity not one the 
qualities prisoners. 
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Accepting the book its face value, without judging 
motives, think have candid portrayal span 
young life, lived the British jails. diary, 
although told story form, with all diary’s brutal 
frankness. The editor’s sharp pencil could have done 
much lift all out the doldrums. There talent 
here—undisciplined. 


James Linehan, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Hauser, Arnold The Philosophy Art History 
Knopf. Feb. x,411p. Index. $7.50. 

Arnold Hauser Professor Art History Brandeis 
University, Waltham, Massachusetts. Hungarian-born, 
Dr. Hauser studied the universities Budapest, 
Berlin and Paris and other Continental centers, where 
acquired the wide range knowledge art history, 
economics and sociology necessary for his extended 
study, The Social History Art, published 1951. 


the preface The Philosophy Art History, Dr. 
Hauser informs that his procedure remains faithful 
that adopted for his The Social History Art. 
the latter work, utilized the descriptive method 
developing sociological determination for all art, and 
showed that art reflected the society from which 
emerged. “deliberately avoided providing 
introduction,” Dr. Hauser gave his readers informa- 
tion about his intentions and method. “In sense,” 
writes, “the present work intended take the 
place that unwritten Introduction.” The Philosophy 
Art History therefore sets forth the author’s concep- 
tion art history. “The leading principle,” writes 
(Preface, vi), “both previous work and this, 
may simply formulated follows: everything 
history the achievement individuals; individuals 
always find themselves certain definite situation 
time and place; their behavior the product both 
their inborn capacities and the situation.” 


Dr. Hauser discusses the scope and limitations 
sociology art and presents his ideology for the socio- 
logical approach. any historical period one class 
predominates and manifests new ideas. These are chal- 
lenged supporters tradition, which described 
inert, following Marx and Engels. Yet the author (p. 
27), treating social realities which might involve 
choice projected activities, remarks that the uphold- 
ing established tradition often demands just much 
decision would required for change. 


The formulation art philosophy continues with 
exposition the psychological approach. This ex- 
amines psychoanalysis and art. Freud’s comments 
art are discussed and there approval the doctrine 
that “art great comforter and appeaser, although 
much wider sense than that ‘substitutive grati- 
ment upon life and compensation for its deficiencies.” 


(pp. 63-64). 


Theories Wolfflin, Riegl, Simmel, Dvorak and others 
receive evaluation and comment, and finally the author 
returns his defense the sociological approach. 
“There simply other explanation stylistic change 
but sociological psychological explanation; any art 
history that wants beyond simple analysis the 
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material obliged relate the unique work art 
psychic dispositions and collective aspirations.” (p. 258), 
The remaining chapters discuss folk and popular art 
and the conflict between artistic originality and conven- 
tion, and indicate Dr. Hauser’s concern about the 
future. 


recommend the book those who have read, who 
intend read, the same author’s The Social History 
Art. There would absolutely point studying 
this theory sociological approach art history 
without applying the specific instances which en- 
gendered it. 


Lawrence Mann, 
University Scranton 


Bellow, Saul Henderson, The Rain King 
Viking. Feb. 23,1959. 341p. $4.50. (IIb) 


rare and joyous thing these days find book 
which one can give almost unqualified approval. 
This such book. 


the surface (of which there plenty!) Henderson 
blustering, blundering giant; huge nose, wild 
mien and spiritually reduced annual income 
hundred and ten thousand dollars. has second 
wife, five children, poor teeth and insatiable yearning. 


This man tells his own story, which for pathos, hilarity 
and downright humanness would impossible 
match, let alone excel. Henderson goes Africa, for 
feels his soul dying, and this his last stand. 
fifty-five; cannot abide his life. 


relentless voice inside him all his life has cried 
want, want” without ever naming its objective. 
has tried still the voice with various unlovely deeds; 
cries on. series tortured reminiscences, 
covers his background: rightly, not too proud it. 


Once arrived the new continent, leaves most 
his effects and proceeds with local guide out-of-the- 
way places. His first attempt help native tribe 
parched for water ends disaster; flees onward 
the unknown with his friend, the native Romilayu. 
They are taken the Wariri tribe, who are about 
intercede their gods for rain. Henderson delighted 
find their king, Dahfu, speaks English, having been 
educated Malindi, Zanzibar and Syria. 

They become fast friends particularly after Henderson, 
driven his cursed intensity, joins the rain 
monies, and after the deluge crowned Sungo, Rain 
King. For winner the Purple Heart, too dedi- 
cated drinker, worldly man, this was indeed change! 
next initiated, the king, into lion’s den— 
daily—in order learn the ruler’s theories from the 
tawny beast. 

When and how eventually leaves the educated king 
best not reveal. But Henderson does return 
home; wiser, happier. 

The book has vast amount merit review 
less tell. What Henderson searching for, course, 
God, although never made clear whether not 
finds Him. But one feels the way, the 
end, beginning. 

Throughout the book, the hero crying solitude 
for his lost innocence. like water boiling over the 
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edge pan, and just about effective, and knows 
Yet more lovable, sincere riot man you could 


not find. 


you don’t love Henderson, with all his follies and 
there little hope for you. Anyone who has 
ever had occasion hate himself, suffer through 
his own damnable defects, will find himself this book. 
that kind writing; unusual, intriguing, first rate. 


Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Lin, Tai-yi The Eavesdropper 
World. Feb. 16,1959. $3.75. (IIb) 


Americans, China longer just huge, remote 
land mass; also tragedy: many, religious 
tragedy; others, political tragedy; some, com- 
bination both. big, however, and its in- 
habitants once numerous and unknown, that 
does not seem many deeply personal tragedy. 
This unpretentious but subtly powerful book should 
make China personal matter anyone who reads it. 


Lin Tai-yi propagandist, not trying demon- 
strate any particular thesis. She artist who knows 
what dilemma can and knows how intense can 
the anguish human beings caught the thorns 
one. Her central character young Chinese novelist 
who has about him some the magnitude that marks 
the best artistic creation. highly individualized 
and yet typical—the pains suffers are peculiarly his 
but their reflection goes infinity, mirrored the 
lives thousands other honest, intelligent, heart- 
broken Chinese. 
Liang Shutung’s own growing pains are severe, but they 
are mild comparison with those his ancient coun- 
try. Born two years before the revolution that made 
political debate and noisy inactivity. made acute- 
conscious politics the fact that his father, 
man who refuses join any faction, has been unable 
keep teaching post any the very partisan col- 
The Liang family poor, and its poverty 
affliction Shutung who contrasts with the wealth 
has learned associate with the western world. 
Poverty frustrates him and weakens his ideals, that 
when his brother, doctor, marries for money, Shutung 
quickly overcomes his initial shock. 
Shutung’s ability writer opens his way year 
Yale. America, poverty again oppresses him; his 
scholarship meager one and lives wretchedly, 
working long hours cheap restaurant when 
should studying. series emotional crises leads 
his the daughter friend and mar- 
riage, time when marriage most hampering 
his career, girl does not love. returns 
war with the Japanese. Throughout the Sino- 
war and the second world war the 
central government’s information service and nause- 
ated nepotism, toadyism, and corruption. breaks 
down completely after his honesty brings him demotion, 
corruption undermines the government, 
losis kills his sister-in-law who has also been his mistress. 
With more hope China, brings his family 
America and takes up, halfheartedly, position part- 
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ner small business. Uprooted, disillusioned, can 
only keeping his alter ego—the dreamer, the 
writer, the eavesdropper—alive and active while his 
mechanical self carries the business the day. 


Liang Shutung’s attitude toward China’s catastrophe 
may large part Miss Lin’s own—that the intelli- 
gent, artistic lover China can look back nothing 
but sorrow and can look forward nothing but the 
desolateness exile among people who will never 
understand. Shutung wanted the Nationalists save 
China, make free and strong; but among the National- 
ists were leaders who put self ahead country and 
made the most the old ways corruption. There 
word reproach for western diplomacy this 
book, though implicit plenty justifiable criti- 
cism American culture; Shutung (along, presumably, 
with Miss Lin) sees China’s collapse the result in- 
ternal dry rot. 


The correctness this estimate may questioned 
the Kuomintang’s apologists; perhaps does oversim- 
plify, but represents the view one intellectual. And 
The Eavesdropper not political diagnosis; 
portrayal human suffering and such truth 
itself. tells sad story simple terms, but behind 
simplicity and smallness looms shadow with the 
dimensions tragedy. The crowds tragic Chinese 
take faces and individual depth for Miss Lin’s 
readers. 


The lovely old word “decency” has almost dropped out 
criticism, but still belongs there. Lin guilty 
some rare lapses from decency. Ordinarily, how- 
ever she has treated sexual incidents with the admirable 
restraint the real artist. might have been better 
she had not written the book the first person, see- 
ing things through man’s eyes; sometimes her disguise 


too transparent. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Putnam. Feb. 27,1959. 252p. $3.50. (Ila) 

Miss Wylie makes the setting this story young 
woman’s regeneration southern France, which fur- 
nished the setting two previous novels, The Unde- 
feated and Candles for Therese, and locale with 
which Miss Wylie familiar and which she obviously 
loves. Sunny and stormy Provence, with its picturesque 
old mountain towns and rugged crags, vineclad hill- 
sides and deep valleys, was the refuge Claire Serrat 
sought when, wracked with tubercular coughing, she 
fled from recklessly hectic illicit love affair with 
self-centered, ambitious young actor rather 
come pitiable “albatross around his neck.” She had 
seen her father’s beautiful estate the gracious English 
countryside ruined taxes and war and finally 
burned the ground. Cast adrift the death her 
beloved mother and father, after sheltered childhood, 
she had not the stamina endure the dancing and 
drinking and late hours Robert’s theatrical world 
London. Brabuignan, down her last few hundred 
francs and one wretched suitcase and her little car, she 
drove out along mountain road, ignored warning 
and crashed fence and over the edge 
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deep ravine where bridge had been destroyed. 
Rescued young peasant, she fought against his 
patient efforts keep her alive and hated her utter 
dependence him when, though her strength began 
revive, she found herself paralyzed from the waist 
down spine injury. 


Martin Thibaut was strange, too. talked his 
dead mother though she were still alive, and his 
eyes seemed focussed past future which 
remained long mystery her. was, also, the only 
inhabitant the deserted mountaintop town that was 
crumbling into ruin. How his simple devotion and im- 
personal patience and calm faith defeated her death 
desire and restored her health mind well 
body, the story Claire Serrat’s discovery new 
life and new purpose life. Her story has not the 
drama the two previously mentioned novels, but 
Claire Serrat written with distinction style and 
understanding errant human hearts that have 
won Miss Wylie large public and deservedly so. 
Adult readers will find Miss Wylie’s sixteenth pub- 
lished novel rewarding. 
Grady, S.J. 


Pendergast, Constance Summer’s Lease 
McDowell, Obolensky. Feb. 27, 1959. 373p. $4.50. (III) 
Drusilla Pelletier orphan who reared her 
aunt. Drusilla and her cousin Eleanor Braden grow 
close friendship although Eleanor lively and 
beauteous while Drusilla shy and retiring. Drusilla 


and Eleanor fall love with young artist named 


Peter Robartes. Peter admires both girls but marries 
Eleanor. After number years marriage Peter 
accepts financial grant research European 
art, and and Eleanor travel Rome. Drusilla goes 
Europe for vacation, meets Peter and carries 
affair with him Venice. Eleanor sends letter 
Peter hinting that she pregnant. does not wish 
return her and keenly aware the difficulties 
continuing his affair with Drusilla. commits sui- 
cide. The two girls return their old home Amer- 
ica. Drusilla, however, realizes that she longer 
dependent her aunt and her cousin and decides 
exercise her new freedom and self-sufficiency apart 


from the old household. 


This novel precise example the advantages and 
disadvantages the psychological, introspective novel. 
Summer’s Lease poetically beautiful with delicate 
gossamer-like images, hauntingly wistful insights and 
observations, and splendid evocations mood and at- 
mosphere. occasionally reminiscent the 
Lighthouse: lyrical, romantic, and adult. will un- 
questionably appeal feminine readers more readily 
than male audience, but polished perform- 
ance. 


The book suffers from two weaknesses which psycho- 
logical novels are prone. Since the emphasis 
style and insight, there little action. The story 
story lacks gusto and movement. Secondly, because 
every thought, half-thought, quarter-thought, and 
simple occurrence commented brooded about, 
effect unreality frequently prevails. The reader 
thinks that group people could possibly 
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introspective. could possibly remark everything that 
remarked, could possibly note everything that noted, 
When this effect occurs, feel that the novelist 
speaking, the novelist intruding too obviously, instead 
standing unobtrusively the background. This 
fault from which even writer Virginia 
stature not free. exaggeration the 
logical method—that with all the introspection fre- 
quently not come know the characters well. 
come know considerable amount about them but 
not them themselves. Certainly Peter Robartes and 
Eleanor are almost mysterious the end the 
story they were the beginning. explain almost 
everything but two the principal characters seems 


serious gaffe. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Masters, John Fandango Rock 
Harper. Feb. 19,1959. 371p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Best-selling John Masters’ new novel set the 
fictional town Medina Lejo present-day Spain. 
United States Air Force unit the Strategic Air Com- 
mand stationed there with complement B-52’s 
and F-104’s. Captain Bill Lockman, the All-American 
boy, love with Kit Fremantle, the daughter the 
Information Services officer the base. Almost im- 
mediately, stir the groundlings, witness bull 
fight. The matador César Aguirre, dark, handsome, 
Spanish nobleman who amuses himself kicking bulls 
around. Yes, Kit Fremantle falls love with César. 
She goes live his home the invitation 
sister Isabel. Isabel love with American me- 
chanic, Master Sergeant Olmbacher. But César not 
really serious about Kit. member band 
Spanish nationalists who hate the Americans and wish 
force them leave Spain. This group, sort 
Lord Fauntleroy Mafia, goes around stealing Armlets 
from holy statues and pronouncing doom all things 
modern. Suffice say that César eventually falls 
love with Kit, just eventually renounces her and 
does penance for his sins. Meanwhile elaborate 
funeral has been held common for American 
fighter pilot and Spanish boy, symbolic the unity 
needed between people and the hope and understand- 
ing necessary the world. 


came this novel fresh from reading Graham 
Greene’s most recent entertainment, Our Man 
Havana. Although Our Man not top Greene, 
technically superb and beautifully written with spark- 
ling figures speech, crisp language, 
insights. comparison Green’s latest opus Fandango 
Rock unrewarding reading experience. Reading 
these two novels, one after the other, reviewer can 
immediately perceive the unbelievable gap between the 
greats the modern novel—writers such Faulkner, 
Hemingway and Greene—and the crowd pleasers, such 
Shute, Yerby, and John Masters. Following the old 
Cecil Mille formula “religion, spectacle and 
sex,” Fandango Rock will doubtless widely read al- 
though its style undistinguished and its characters 
hackneyed. John Masters crowds his canvas with 
vast amount action, particularly near the end. 
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the last few pages César and Kit flee Spain; they cross 
the French border. César suddenly produces the holy 
Armlet although everything else has been jettisoned 
their flight. Then immediately César and Kit return 
Spain; César returns the Armlet the Church, does 
penitence, returns the bull ring, fights valiantly, and 
gives Kit. Kit “sadder and wiser” girl, and the 
All-American boy waiting. The pace these occur- 
rences fantastic and strains the reader’s credulity 
the point laughter. Likewise, though the novel has 
plenty color, particularly from the bull ring and the 
funeral procession episodes, there ordinary, pedes- 
trian element about the descriptions and background. 
There art, subtlety evident. Moreover, the 
plot very predictable—or maybe have read too many 
novels. The moral Fandango Rock valid, and the 
religious elements the book may lure people into 
thinking that this heart-warming, edifying work; yet, 
the whole tone the book seems insincere, the em- 
phasis commercial, and artistry nonexistent. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Lewis, Janet The Ghost Monsieur Scarron 
Doubleday. Feb. 19, 1959. 378p. $3.95. 

Originally planned the last three short novels, 
each based famous miscarriage justice, this has 
burgeoned into full-length tale passion and in- 
trigue, dealing with events the latter portion the 
long reign Louis XIV. more exact, the story 
begins the Spring 1694 with the clandestine pub- 
interview with the spirit Monsieur Scarron, former 
husband the King’s current wife, Madame Main- 
tenon. The pamplet is, course, politically inspired 


diatribe against the King’s government which its 


latter days has meant naught but war famine for 
France. 


The book written two levels. the first, the 
King shown aging monarch, his body dulled 
disease, his brilliant political perception and deci- 
sive action dulled age and the fatigue years 
ruling, surrounded some few faithful servants 
but mainly timeservers awaiting his end, yet still 
struggling retain the reins government, though 
forced depend more and more underlings the 
new France becomes too large for one man handle. 
According the author, Louis loved Madame Main- 
tenon, depended upon her for strength carry and 
was exceedingly angered the insult her the 
pamphlet. His judgment, clouded thus, forces him 
into seeking the severest punishment for the authors 
the pamphlet which, the dictates prudence 
should have passed unnoticed. And forces his 
Paris police into action and they finally end accept- 
innocent man the scapegoat for the entire 
affair. 


the second level this the story the people 
Paris—living under difficult conditions and under con- 
stant police surveillance. the story Jean Larcher 
who, bookbinder, had achieved modest com- 
for himself, his wife Marianne and his son 
Nicholas, journeyman bookbinder. But Nicholas was 
anxious try his wings world untrammeled 
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his father’s authority and his own master. And 
when the personable young Paul Damas, bookbinder 
who had fled Auxerre the result betrayed liaison 
and had come Paris better his fortunes, fortui- 
tously appeared the scene, Nicholas and Marianne 
lost time inveigling for him the post assistant 
Jean. 


Marianne had been the perfect wife Jean but eventu- 
ally she succumbed Paul’s temptation and began 
affair which finally entrapped her whole being and 
allegiance. Paul had come accidentally into possession 
some the Scarron pamphlets and had hidden 
them his lodging. When and Marianne executed 
their plan flee after simulated robbery some 
Jean’s savings, Paul left the pamphlets which were 
found and which led Jean’s arrest. Out shame 
and fear exposure and because her hopeless pas- 
sion for Paul, Marianne refused confess the truth. 
Jean was tortured and executed; Paul and Marianne 
lived together. When Nicholas returned and dis- 
covered the truth through note which Jean had 
smuggled the executioner, confronted the two. 
While extorting confession from Paul learned 
Marianne’s complicity. accident dealt her 
fatal wound and then killed Paul. Nicholas himself 
died brain fever. 


This powerfully and competently written story 
passion and suffering, betrayal and vengeance told 
fashion which demonstrates the universality 
human frailty through the ages. Aesthetically and 
artistically well above the average and should 
appeal discriminating readers. Researched Paris 
during Guggenheim Fellowship 1951, its back- 
ground authentic and the glimpses life those 
days are well and subtly drawn. The matter the 
story strong, though not objectionably treated, and 
the book should probably restricted adult readers. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


MacLennan, Hugh 


The Watch That Ends the Night 
Feb. 13, 1959. 373p. $3.95. 


Mr. MacLennan devotes this novel yet another gener- 
ation, the depression generation Montreal, which 
almost every way the depression generation the 
United States well. The author quite apt catch- 
ing the tone those that came age the ’Thirties, 
unable find place the crumbling economy the 
Depression, working off their impatience search for 
political causes, burning their fingers with radical move- 
ments, venting their wrath Fascism; yet, the end, 
turning out quite conservative when the world 
finally had place for their aging zeal. These recol- 
lections should ring true those middle age today. 
this generation lacked security—and surely did— 
Mr. MacLennan has helped restore putting the 
very nearly defeated generation place the litera- 
ture the novel, the generation between “the lost” 
and “the beat.” 


The principal characters are deeply involved the 
depression. George Stewart tells the story and handi- 
capped vast feeling personal insecurity. His life 
becomes involved with two far stronger personalities. 


Scribner. 
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One the only woman ever loved, Catherine Carey, 
almost the embodiment womanhood the depres- 
sion years, weakened seriously bad heart, but vital 
and determined live life its fullest. She does this 
marrying even stronger personality,a figure 
sheer dynamic force, symbol success who pas- 
sionately concerned with social causes, which means 
“The Party” the passionate. successful surgeon, 
nevertheless drives himself apparent destruction 
the cause “loyalist” Spain, finally suffering the 
most efficient torture Hitler. 


the end that Mr. MacLennan’s theme becomes 
less than universal. After Catherine ultimately marries 
George Stewart and achieves near-perfect happiness, 
their world nearly shattered the appearance her 
first husband, presumed dead, Jerome Martell, 
actually strengthened his disillusionment with com- 
munism, saves them with his vitality and then goes off 
into the hinterland Canada leave George and 
Catherine Stewart live out their days. The author 
poses the question: Just what does just God offer 
these people who are beset many sides they 
try achieve happiness answer falls short 
Job’s. Life itself, says that story, the ultimate gift 
God for which mortals can only grateful, not 
resentful, matter what the tribulations. Mr. Mac- 
Lennan seems too strained, too hyperbolic this philos- 
ophizing; but most successful telling the story 
that nearly hopeless, helpless generation the 
ties. Adults will find this suitable reading. 


Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Wilson, John Rowan Means End 
Doubleday. 287p. $3.95. (I) 


(Literary Guild Choice—February 


Dr. Wilson, English surgeon, the author this 
current selection the Literary Guild. style 
once simple and direct, probes and examines neat 
case ethics involving young man, Chris Marshall, 
and his encounter with the malignancy “big busi- 
ness.” The patient the case bored, sophisticated 
millionaire who, reason birth and inheritance, 
junior executive the Marshall Corporation, huge 
organization with international interests. After un- 
successful attempt achieve artistic career, as- 
sumes passive attitude toward his brother Jeff who 
Main Street version bourgeois adjustment 
reality. The recall the firm’s European representa- 
tive, Mr. Wilcox, under mysterious circumstances opens 
post London-Paris for Chris who soon becomes 
aware that something rotten Marshall Inc. Private 
investigation reveals the fact that secret trade being 
carried between the Paris and London offices and 
Iron Curtain countries, obviously sanctioned his New 
York boss, despicable character named Kingham. 


Love interest and further information arrive simultane- 
ously the person Jane Lancing, secretary Lon- 
don-official Gilbertson. letter personally ear-marked 
for Mr. from the Paris representative due arrive 
mail the London office which, opened, will 
furnish sufficient proof Kingham’s unprincipled and 
unpatriotic double-dealing along with his English and 
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French accomplices. And here come the crux 
thorny and delicate problem ethics. the 
means (in this case the illegal and immoral opening 
Gilbertson’s personal mail) justify the end, viz., the 
exposé the criminals and the termination 
illegal traffic with Communist countries? 


seemed terrible thing open another man’s private 
correspondence. This, more than cruelty jobbery 
fraud, was breach all the conventions, resort 
the law the jungle.” Unfortunately, Chris was 
unaware the existence Farm Street Brompton 
Oratory London where this acute ethical problem 
might have been resolved more objectively. em- 
ploys means which are subjectively evil accomplish 
legitimate end, opens the letter, eventually succeeds 
getting rid his rascally associates, but the process 
“his personal honor had been discarded, like old 
handsome suitcase, admirable its way, but too heavy 
for fast flight.” using these “unethical” means, 
Chris now becomes partner “the lies, the tricks, the 
bluster and bragging, the bogus good fellowship” big 
business. 


John Rowan Wilson offers the reader novel which 
stimulating and provocative, sympathetic treatment 
situation profoundly felt those who seek 
achieve harmony between their ethical principles and 
their business practice, between the Sermon the 
the Mount and Wall Street. recommend most 
heartily wholesome literary “operation” indicating 
that, least the present instance, the pen can 


mighty the scalpel. 
Edmund Byrne, 


College Misericordia, 
Dallas, Pennsylvania 


Savage, Lee, Jr. Doniphan’s Ride 
Doubleday. Feb. 19, 1959. 236p. $3.75. 

War today grim that one has prepare himself 
wade through much nastiness even read war 
novel. was not always that way. So, this reviewer 
glad report that this novel belongs older 
genre, the kind that read with pleasure young 
man. the story the First Missouri Volunteers 
and their adventures during the War with Mexico. 
Most the young soldiers were looking for adventure, 
profit, and fun; and when the Mexicans made little 
effort oppose them the early stages the cam- 
paign, they exercised their ingenuity way with 
which the regular army officers had little sympathy and 
less understanding. But Colonel Doniphan, 
lawyer whom they had elected their leader, under- 
stood men and, his tact and talent, managed 
preserve some sort military unity. 


The story centers around Nate Hatcher and his uncle, 
Kirby. Kirby always had some scheme afoot make 
money shady deal; that, when the army marched 
into Santa unopposed, entered into alliance 
with one the traders that accompanied the army 
get hold the wool held the local citizens. The 
easiest way seemed win the affections 
Torreon, daughter old family. Nate 
was also attracted the same girl, but was match 
for his wily uncle who was even ready pose 


uninst 
Inez 
withot 
Nate 
Kirby 

reconc 
leave 


ing 
Missot 
one 
rout 
Kirby 
The 
Both 


heart 


Scribne 


Anoth 
Achill. 
Germa 
nings 
“the 
and 
partisa 
Act 
Achill 
least 
his 
into 
whose 
their 
Silene, 
their 
discove 


Again 

Syrian 

and 
Felthar 
woman 
and 
cover 
escape 

the 
from 
moves 

booby-t 


Ride 


nself 

war 
ewer 
oung 
little 
cam- 
with 


ncle, 
nake 
ched 
ance 
The 
Inez 
Nate 


1959 


uninstructed Catholic win her. The inexperienced 
Inez deceived and runs away with Kirby, though not 
without being married priest. Doniphan sends 
Nate bring the couple back; not much because 
Kirby deserter, but because hopes Inez will 
reconciled her family, since does not want 
leave disaffected populace when the army moves on. 


Although Inez not received her family, Doniphan 
forced and conclude treaty with the 
after leading his army over the mountains dur- 
ing blizzard. The army then marches south and the 
Missouri Volunteers have their first taste action 
Brazito, after which they through desert country 
toward Chihuahua City. Although outnumbered four 
one, with the help traders and their wagons, they 
rout the Mexicans bloody battle. the action 
Kirby killed and Nate accepts his responsibilities 

The characters are well done; there plenty action. 
Both qualities make for good reading for the young 


heart all ages. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Mather, Berkely The Achilles Affair 
Scribner. Feb. 26,1959. 255p. $3.50. 

Another first novel, written under pseudonym, The 
Achilles Affair, gripping tale. The first half 
deals with British secret agents parachuted into the 
German-held Balkans; the second half with the begin- 


nings the Cypriot trouble. 


Corporal Peter Feltham tells the story his transfer 
“the Firm,” the British secret agents; his training; 
and his ninth and tenth drops among the Balkan 


partisans. his ninth drop, Feltham, known 
Stavro, and British companion known Andreas 
contact new partisan group under the leader known 
Achilles. Andreas disappears second visit 
Achilles. Feltham then sent rescue Andreas, 
least identify Achilles Boche collaborator and 
kill him. Captured friendly Doctor Zendoru and 
his daughter Silene, sent his way, blunders 
into Achilles’ hideout night and rescues Andreas, 
whose feet had been burned almost uselessness. 
their return Zendoru’s cave, they are helped 
Silene, who gets mule for Andreas, and escape 
their submarine rendezvous. war’s end, Andreas, 
discovered Major Crewson, marries Silene. 


Again London, Feltham, because Balkan and 
Syrian tobacco holdings, joins Kindersley business 
and marries his niece. Syria for purchases tobacco, 
Feltham escapes attempt his life. unknown 
woman telephones him warning leave both Syria 
and Cyprus. Cyprus, Feltham meets Crewson, now 
pipeline builder and still, presumably, British under- 
cover agent. him, Feltham discloses his narrow 
escape Syria. advises his friend leave 
the Middle East, but Feltham’s wife has just flown 
from London. 


Because Greek riots, the now pregnant Mrs. Feltham 
Moves into military cantonment where she opens 
booby-trapped package that almost kills her. Silene 
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comes stop Feltham from midnight meeting with 
Crewson. The next day, Crewson informs Feltham 
that Silene Communist whom wanted whisk 
away from Cyprus and both scheme get her away 
the next night. Silene returns tell Feltham that 
Crewson the Communist who had atempted the 
former’s life. When Crewson and his Cypriot aide 
come into Feltham’s house blazing bullets Silene, 
Feltham realizes the truth and kills them both. 


The story hangs together well; but Crewson’s motive 
for wanting dispose Feltham and the beginning 
the second part not clear. The scenes are full 
action, the main characters are given all the wartime 
emotions, and the suspense never slackens. Still, the 
impression persists that the novel underplayed the in- 
cidents. British colloquialism delightfully fill the first 
part; but American gangster slang seems strange the 
latter half. Several vulgarities and uses God’s name 
not vitiate the story. should make good movie. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Meray, Tibor The Enemy 
Criterion. Feb. 20,1959. 143p. $3.00. (Ila) 


This short book takes the form letter written 
rising young party member the Hungarian Central 
Committee, explaining them the reasons behind the 
suicide which the young man was about commit. 
Comrade Vincent Nemeth worked department 
with four other people; Amelia Tumpek, careful and 
thorough worker and religious maid her fifties; his 
fiancée, Wanda, Russian-born; Weber, old-time Com- 
munist militant; and Pista Horvath, old friend and 
co-worker. Vince was summoned the office the 
department manager and told that was take over 
that office. Just before leaving, the former manager 
mentioned, “In the room where you work, not everyone 
reliable. There enemy.” The test 
Vince’s party loyalty was the unmasking the 
enemy. The rest the letter describes Vince’s growing 
awareness deviations behavior, pointing out one 
after another his fellow-workers “the enemy.” 


First Amelia’s church attendance indicates her lack 
loyalty the cause. She loses her job. Weber the 
next fall—jokes about party matters and former 
temporary suspension party membership leads his 
expulsion. Shortages Pista’s accounts, well his 
affection for Wanda, loses him his job and brings 
prison sentence. Finally Wanda commits suicide be- 
cause the arrest Pista the behest her lover, 
Vince. After each supposed enemy unmasked, some- 
thing comes indicate Vince that this was not 
the enemy. last, the sheer process elimina- 
tion realizes who the real enemy is—himself. His 
petit-bourgeois origin claimed too much him and 
consequently his assimilation into the party had been 
incomplete. the realization and the decision 
take his own life comes also the awareness that his life 
not his take, that belongs the Party and that 
can more service the Party alive, provided 
that completely cuts himself off from his family and 
class. The description warm and likable individual 
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gradually and consciously de-humanizing himself, de- 
liberately ruining the lives one after another his 
closest friends, and alienating himself from his parents 
not pleasant one read, but powerfully portrays 
what Communism has mean the lives its ad- 
herents. Mr. Meray’s message the free world one 


which must take heart. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X. 


The Betrayed 


Horbach, Michael 
Coward-McCann. Feb. 19, 


Translated Robert Kee. 
1959. 240p. $3.75. (IIb) 
one sense this just another book about the last 
great war. has the usual ingredients, the smell 
cordite, the screams the wounded, the mangled 
bodies the dead, the senseless brutality, the inevi- 
table lustful encounters with women who turn 
the most unlikely places. 

The Betrayed, however, not just another war story. 
appears authentic account the Russian 
campaign one who fought it. Michael Horbach 
eighteen was taken into the German army and sent 
the Russian front. The events describes his 
book were undoubtedly part his experiences par- 
ticularly the early part 1945 when the German 
forces were full retreat across the frozen steppes. 
The action centers about handful German soldiers, 
the remnants platoon the once-mighty Wehr- 
macht. The war had not yet ended; but had been 
lost and every man knew it. Nevertheless orders came 
from the High Command fight delaying action and 
defend certain roads and bridges the last man. 
The men the platoon, who are “the betrayed,” are 
ordered hold bridge against the advance Rus- 
sian tanks and eventually blow up, thus cutting 
off their own retreat. They have little ammunition; 
they had never received winter uniforms; food supplies 
are non-existent. Now they are required die 
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cause which was lost and which for most them had 
never been real. The hopeless plight these German 
lads summed one them addresses his 
companions foxhole: 
don’t want anything more with this madness. 
five minutes twelve and still match for the 
Nibelungs the Etselberg. It’s not for nothing they draw 
such damn ridiculous analogies. heard that stuff about the 
Nibelungs long ago Stalingrad. And what happened? 
They betrayed them. They betrayed entire army three 
hundred thousand men. “Hold the position,” the idiot said, 
And the frightful thing is: they did. They held till they 
died. Are you proud Are you proud the triumph 
stupidity over reason? 
The Nibelungenlied expresses the German ideal 
faithfulness even death but the reference the 
medieval epic brings comfort these men they 
ruminate the futility the sacrifice required 
them. The book covers period only five days, the 
last five days life for the men the platoon. They 
pray, curse, and dream home. One shows himself 
coward when leaves wounded comrade behind 
the battlefield. Another displays extraordinary cour- 
age. But all die decreed the the man 
the field grey tunic. The story told “sharp, stac- 
cato bursts”; tempo suited the battlefield and 
the requirements the dramatic situation. 


All all The Betrayed powerful piece war liter- 
ature. gains peculiar intensity from the fact that 
concentrates the fate few men the hun- 
dreds thousands who were sacrificed the altar 
exaggerated nationalism. 


Exception should taken the 
both their frequency and unnecessarily detailed 
descriptions sex misconduct. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Hartley, Fellow Devils 
British Book Centre. Feb. 16, 1959. 413p. $3.95. 


Margaret Pennefather the opening this narrative 
twenty-eight and had never fallen love given 
much thought men. She lost her father five years 
age and living with her father meant sharing his 
terests and meant being considered the lady the 
house whose sovereignity was unquestioned. Her father 
had divided his fortune with her and her financial in- 
dependence and social stature made her conscious 
her separation from her cousins and their manifold 
emotional experiences. them there were mani- 
festations family solidarity, but hardly exchange 
confidences, although Margaret could feel times 
that she was being denied the daily and hourly 
tainties which somehow characterized their lives and 
enriched them well. Into this Protestant atmosphere 
introduced famous film star whose Roman Catholi- 
cism finally operates more powerfully upon Margaret 
than upon this unfortunate member his church. 
Colum Margaret appeared the posters 
with squarish face, blunt features, and over-animated 
eyes, always staring her with revolver hand and 
threatening her and everyone within view. 


Why this proper, dignified, conservative and prim lady 
should become enamored this 
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for whom she has nothing but repugnance the be- 
ginning, the conflict this book. However, 
something more profound, because there not only the 
conflict the psychologies these two disparate per- 
sons but there the conflict less articulate way be- 
tween the new faith which she introduced and 
the old faith that she re-examines. Agreeing mar- 
riage Colum means dismissing Nicholas Burden, 
young barrister, very much her social equal and 
and ambitious herself. Nicholas and 
Colum reveal different sides Margaret’s personality 
and the initial break with Nicholas for Colum only 
the first episode the enigma this lady. the 
deeply intimate and personal world religious conflict 
that the reader becomes more and more fascinated 
this enigmatic heroine. 

Margaret indifferent Colum’s faith, reasoning with 
herself that his religion his own affair for which she 
will exercise the tolerance that Roman Catholics hardly 
ever show others. She had been brought her 
father’s creed enlightened rationalism and religious 
tolerance was one its cardinal tenets. She had 
Roman Catholic friends and therefore determined 
that both neutrality and respect will necessary. 
Margaret great respecter respect” and even has 
respect for the home that has religious background 
because she recalls statistics from non-religious homes 
concerning crimes theft, arson, violence and wanton 
destruction. Her love for Colum makes her eager 
sign the promises regarding the children’s education. 
Finally, order have his wedding Venice the 
Church Santa Maria della Salute, proposes her 
that she enter the Catholic faith. His motives are ap- 
parent the reader explains Margaret the 
possibility having the marriage “such marvelous 
church, packed with distinguished and amusing people, 
all craning their necks. And the golden haze over the 
dancing motes like tiny fireflies— 
perhaps could persuade them use wax candles 
instead those electric makeshifts that switch and 
unwillingness become convert re- 
sults marriage the sacristy instead the church. 


The reader always step ahead Margaret dis- 
cernment and this raises questions about the characteri- 
zation this interesting lady. After their marriage she 
learns more and more about her erratic husband from 
his closest friends. Mrs. Belmore wealthy vulgarian 
with whom Colum spends many hours and whom 
appears bound unadmitted ties. Colum 
implies Margaret that Nicholas had strange attach- 
ment him and that that was the reason for his ob- 
jections against her seeing Colum the beginning 
their courtship. Margaret seeks consolation prayer 
St. Anthony and makes visits knowledgeful 
priest, Father McBane, Colum becomes more and 
more irritating—a liar and thief, ridiculous prankster 
who causes the death Mrs. Belmore and the seeming 
destruction his own film career. Father McBane 
explains later her that never advised her enter 
the church thief might and learn the holy ways 
the church from someone like her husband who was 
not fit teach her. this Margaret discerned 
gentle Jesuitry” which annoyed her. 

This book exploration conscience conflict 
with itself and brought encounter the faith 
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through grim and poignant experiences with unde- 
vout member that faith. Colum pathetic but 
sure instrument the conversion Margaret. 
Fellow Devils extraordinary psychological novel 
for every religious person. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D. 


Goytisolo, Juan The Young Assassins 
Knopf. Feb. 16,1959. 273p. $3.95. 


This novel about gang boys and girls Madrid, 
most whom have come from respectable families. 
They lie, steal, get drunk, and carry illicit love affairs. 
But their most characteristic traits are their contempt 
for their parents and for organized society. 


They have talked for long time about the changes 
that were needed Spain, but their leader, Agustin 
Mendoza, finally convinces them that the time for 
action has come. They decide assassinate public 
official named Guarner, and hope that his murder will 
the signal for general uprising against the govern- 
ment. They lay their plans carefully, and study when, 
where and how the plot against the can most 
successfully carried out. determine the actual killer 
they agree that will the player with the poorest 
cards game poker. cheating and not 
chance the one thus chosen David, the most timid 
the group. 

The assassination, however, turns out fiasco. 
David, though anxious prove his courage the 
others, loses his nerve the last moment. His punish- 
ment follows swiftly. Agustin goes his apartment 
and cold-bloodedly murders him. But then instead 
using passport Portugal that had previously 
secured, lingers rearby tavern. The enormity 
what has just done dawns upon him. 
face and words haunt him Banquo’s ghost did Mac- 
beth. When the murder discovered, Agustin volun- 
tarily confesses and meekly surrenders the police. 
With one dead and the other prisoner the gang dis- 
appears. 


Juan Goytisolo excellent writer, has fine sense 
the dramatic, and for one was born 
marvelous knowledge human nature. 
fact his best when explaining why and how 
these boys and girls became enemies the established 
order. But unfortunately the language his char- 
acters often “offensive pious ears,” and some 
the scenes that describes are affront Christian 


decency. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R. 


Engel, Monroe The Visions Nicholas Solon 
Sagamore. Feb. 16,1959. 249p. $3.95. (IIb) 

After reading The Visions Nicholas Solon, had the 
feeling that all the “beat” generation are not con- 
fined the coffee-shops, the bars, the pads and other 
hang-outs with which they are associated. They also 
exist college faculties. least, Banford College 
possesses few faculty members who could qualify 
along with their wives. 

The disturbing fact about this novel the lack any 
noteworthy moral sense. Starting with the main char- 
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acter Nick Solon, through Farham, Clara Reed, Hilda 
Greene, Rose Sterne, etc., the entire group are moti- 
vated natural desires satisfy their sexual cravings 
whatever frustrations are preventing them from being 
what they want be. this typical faculty staff- 
ing our colleges, then our sons and daughters are 
very poor hands, indeed. 


Hilda Greene’s overpowering desire have child 
Nick Solon, her eventual separation from her husband, 
her subsequent, smothering affection for her daughter, 
her re-involvement with Solon after married and 
the father another child, the impossible maintenance 
two households, one Banford, the other New 
York—all the illegitimate, uninspiring tale people 
caught their own stale world, leaves this reader un- 
impressed. All have here involvement, more 
depressing continues, suicide, series near- 
hopeless entanglements. 
can see prospering for vegetable animal without quiet. 
grow neither will nor effort, though maybe after, and 
the dilation being that accommodates growth fails even 
underway any forcing. This why ideas grace are 
compelling, and the means grace the proper subject for 
pure speculation. mean this religiously, though not dog- 
matically, for dogma the certain witherer grace, 
wonder its chief encouragement. (p. 142). 
Just what meant “dogmas the certain witherer 
grace” not exactly clear this reader. 


Certainly, requires polysyllabic vocabulary re- 
late the facts the Banford faculty and their friends. 
That they have problem very evident but the author 
has not woven them into best-seller novel. 


Vincent Colimore, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Dickens, Monica Man Overboard 
Coward-McCann. Feb. 19,1959. 270p. $3.95. (I) 


Man Overboard (in sea post-war civilians) the 
story Commander Benjamin Francis just before and 
after “axed” British economy, and after seven- 
teen years the Royal Navy. truly overboard 
from his familar tasks, duties, responsibilities and pres- 
tige tries one job after another, for none which 
trained suited. overboard, midst con- 
flicting emotions and affection, from the fickle attach- 
ment Rose Kelly, Britain’s beautiful star who 
wanted Admiral; through the misunderstanding 
his father and mother, who also wanted Admiral; 
the maternal feelings aroused the ladies met, 
the true understanding love his ten-year-old daughter. 


Man Overboard the story too many British officers, 
cut from the Navy after years service sea, un- 
qualified training temperament meet the tide 
everyday civilian monotony land. ringing 
indictment against government that uses the best 
years its men its service and then casts them 
loose. The charge skillfully covered the portrayal 
Ben’s adventures and even though finds content- 
ment for his mediocre desires the companionship 
Ella Halliday, the young housekeeper the boys’ school 
where Ben works bursar for time, still evident 
that the involuntarily retired officer man loose 


ends. 


Best SELLERs 


Navy, and such wives must need ready for the axe, 
husbands are passed over. Then comes the inevitable 
search for some position, with suitable dignity for re. 
tired officer, and with enough compensation add 
the pension make life comfortable. Monica Dickens 
the great-granddaughter Charles Dickens and 
could well capable concealing pithy charge 
message the sugar-coated covering simple 
story. And the story itself simple one. 


This reader can make comparison with earlier works 
the same author but Man Overboard can stand 
its own. There plot thread which unravels 
but series romantic and farcical incidents the 
life the main subject are skillfully woven together 
through interesting but secondary characters. 
tive sequences are graphic and dialogue 
tional, not oratorical. 


Man Overboard will provide interesting conversation 
among Service Personnel. will also provide 
ing relaxation for the casual reader any class. 


John Cullen, Lt. Cmdr., 


Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Berger, John Painter Our Time 


Simon and Schuster. Feb. 25, 1959. 238p. $3.50. (IIb) 


one England’s leading art critics and 
himself, John Berger especially well informed about 
the London art world and the problems artist 
modern society. His new novel, which seems have 
more fact than fiction, shows the advantages 
this experience study artistic temperament 
war with itself and its environment. 


Happily, Berger breaks away from the hackneyed: type 
art novel that depends chiefly upon dissolute bohem- 
ianism. minimizing externals and concentrating 
tortuous psychological analysis, reveals the con- 
fused efforts man trying achieve triple 
cilliation: (1) between art and materialistic society; 
(2) between alien ways and adopted country; (3) 
between Marxist sympathies and democratic 
ment. 


The story told through the pages journal kept 
Hungarian refugee painter named Janos Lavin. These 
are supplemented links, for continuity and 
tation, the supposed editor and narrator, art critic 
significantly identified “John.” 


Janos comes London 1952 and finds art 
munity marked parochialism that values only 
lished reputation, maddening pace that eliminates 
all but the swift, and devotion avant-garde 
fashion that disdains the nonconformist. also finds 
Diana, who marries him and supports their union 
clerking the Municipal Library. Among 
circle friends whose artistic aspirations provide minor 
supporting actions, their life becomes joint effort 
ring Janos realization the great talent has 
well public recognition. 
Janos has very mixed problem, and Berger not 


ways successful making plain keeping 
vincingly interesting. Basically cannot decide whether 
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his art must divorced from his political ideology; but 
also unsure about his social philosophy. left 
Hungary for London rather than Moscow because 
wanted fight for socialism rather than merely enjoy 
victory won others. This alien society, however, 
both undermines his certainty and presents paradox: 
the reputation seeks must come from public 
rejects. 

The denouement confused Janos himself. 
1956 finally achieves very successful exhibition 
his work. week after the opening, however, mys- 
teriously vanishes, leaving behind his studio, his wife, 
and the journal. What was his support 
oppose the Workers’ Council resisting the Red 
Army? support oppose the Kadar government? 
The only answer letter that John receives from 
Vienna: now tell mistake those who are 
like Work well. have little else. Trust 
your imagination little more.” achieving his goal, 
Janos evidently found unsatisfying one reached 
the wrong path. 

The theme should find receptive attitude amid cur- 
rent interest Dr. Zhivago. Like that book, too, this 
one has its heavy moments; but makes courageous 
analysis human nature even though neither 
forceful nor sharply defined its final judgments. Both 
content and treatment are adult quality. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


After the Glory 


iller, Helen Toppin 
314p. $3.95. 


Appleton-Crofts-Century. Jan. 11, 1959. 

workmanlike piece light historical fiction, After 
the Glory concerned with the multitudinous troubles 
that followed the Civil War the border state 
Tennessee. The author focuses the misfortunes 
the Markland family. William Markland has worn 
Union Blue the war; but his parents and three 
brothers who rode with Nathan Bedford Forrest, were 
passionately pro-South. his return William wants 
peace; but has his troubles, especially when several 
attempts lend the touchy family helping hand 
result case badly burned fingers. the end 
takes series family disasters make the surviving 
Marklands see the futility cultivating their personal 
enmities further. 


The scene is, variously, the Markland farm, the wooded 
hill-country round about and nearby town where the 
post-war festering its worst; the people are sullen 
Confederates, grasping profiteers, occupation troops and 
heady with freedom. 


Grown-ups who want get their minds off the current 
domestic international crisis for hour two may 
like this account night-rides horseback, bare-fisted 
brawls and pitched battles looted mansions—particu- 
larly they are not the mood fastidious about 


substance and style. 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


467 


O’Rourke, Frank The Far Mountains 
Norton. Feb. 474p. $4.95. (Ila) 


This story the Southwest from 1801 through the 
War with Mexico. the outset, the seventeen-year- 
old John O’Brien, orphan doubtful parentage, 
found Spanish Texas, member beleaguered 
lawless group under the leadership American. 
evades capture surrounding soldiers through the 
help Blas Pelletier, political refugee from Mexico. 
Pelletier, while taking John toward his home Taos, 
New Mexico, adopts him nephew, changes his 
name Juan Obregon, and while laboriously travers- 
ing unfriendly Indian country, forms his language and 
his mind Mexican. 


Always under the tutelage Pelletier, Juan grows, be- 
comes smuggler, then herder, then rancher. Be- 
tween expeditions South Mexico proper, Juan falls 
love with Linda Lucero, the wealthiest family 
Taos, actually Pelletier’s daughter. Linda given 
her parents fiancé matched childhood and Juan 
bitterly marries young Luz Trujillo who, from shift- 
less family, had been taught literacy Juan and had 
eventually become housekeeper for Juan and Pelletier. 
the characters grew older, political ferment also 
increased. Americans appear the territory, bringing 
Juan and Pelletier back into smuggling, and discontent 
within families grows. Hot heads want the Americans 
excluded. Others wish revolt against the Southern 
mother-country. Juan and Pelletier recognize the harsh- 
ness rule from the South but play both sides. Juan’s 
family life too upset his wife’s belief that even 
after years she still second his thoughts the 
now-widowed Linda. 


The action reaches sort climax when Luz runs off 
with American, returning almost immediately when 
she learns that Juan has voluntarily renounced Linda. 
The political climax reached years later with the 
admission Texas the United States, the war, the 
conquest New Mexico, and after great bloodshed, 
the eventual absorption New Mexico 
Territory. 


This novel deliberately underwritten, but far under 
that its possibilities are imperceptible. The first hun- 
dred pages, dealing with the trek across Texas and 
Taos, are observantly full detail the extreme 
that there substance see. While the characters 
are delineated with intended restraint, they lose the 
chance come alive. Dwarfed always the garrulous 
Pelletier, Juan remains zero. His years misunder- 
standing with Luz, although good faith had for- 
gotten Linda, are not believable. 


The author has carefully refrained from any but oblique 
teferences sex and, conversely, has refrained from 
any recognition religion, not necessarily being 
desirable thing but even real factor the life 
any character. cynical anti-clericalism the earlier 
stages becomes passionate declaration toward the end. 


While adult could adversely affected any por- 
tion this, the reading, even the historical details 
are correct, will not likely profitable. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Kawabata, Yasunari 
Translated Edward Seidensticker. 
1959. 147p. $3.00. (IIb) 

Westerner, the Japanese tea ceremony almost 
incomprehensibly delicate, its innuendoes subtle 
pass right the Occidental, quite unnoticed. This 
novel, much concerned with the tea ceremony, has 
much its quality. particular tea bowl acts 
symbol throughout the book, and with its shattering 
the protagonist’s compulsive tie his father’s past 
also shattered. 

The story, sketched elusively fragmentary lines, 
simple the surface: the young man Kikuji becomes 
hopelessly infatuated with his late father’s mistress, 
Mrs. Ota. There great shame and guilt his rela- 
tionship with her, and her own sense this keen 
that she takes her own life. Her daughter seeks 
atone for her mother’s action, but has the end 
sacrifice herself it. The story leaves bitter taste. 
Throughout, acting kind personified and med- 
dlesome fate, Chikako, who had also for brief time 
been mistress Kikuji’s father, and whose life 
dedicated manipulating his household whatever 
extent she can. Chikako provides oddly Freudian 
symbol revulsion against women for Kikuji: the 
memory her uniquely ugly birthmark, glimpsed when 
was boy and his father took him call her. 
“The degree sorrow the degree love.” This 
thought Kikuji’s provides the theme the novel, 
sad little tale could told these pastel brush- 
strokes. set, incidentally, present-day Japan, 
but the world offices and the bustle the city 
oddly unreal, faint murmur the background, while 
the foreground occupies itself with all the accoutre- 
ments older, more ritualized existence: the matted 
floors and charcoal burners tea cottages, the pains- 
taking arrangement blue morning-glory green 
gourd (spoiled for Kikiji when the maid who had ar- 
ranged explains that she did because both were 
vines; this upsets the fine balance and the poetry 
suddenly gone), and above all the tea bowls them- 
selves with their propensity for reflecting their observers 
their shapes, their colors, their glazes, their hap- 
hazard marks and patterns—much Rohrschacht 
test supposed do. 

One feels that the translation may bit heavy- 
handed and pedestrian, but suspects also that may 
difficult convey into words this fragile kind 
the particular character and beauty Japanese tea 
itself. 


Thousand Cranes 
Knopf. Feb. 23, 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 


Smith, Dorothy Evelyn 

Miss Plum and Miss Penny 
Dutton. Feb. 253p. $3.50. 
Perhaps there really someone like Alison Penny 
somewhere the world; perhaps Stanley Hartley 
and Hubert Sturgess have actual counterparts. But 
doubt it. 
This one those rather sentimental, rather arch little 
novels about group impossibly naive and faintly 
tedious people who have very little with life 


village. 

Miss Penny, just turned forty, rescues 
young female from what appears attempted sui- 
cide; the salvaged Miss Plum, however, proves 
fairly shrewd and calculating whining, self-pitying 
kind way; and perfectly clear Miss Penny 
quite soon that she has been had. Circumstances make 
impossible for her shake her human leech, unfor- 
tunately, and the book concerned with the eventual 
shaking and the effect all has Alison’s own quiet, 
sedate way life and the equally quiet and sedate 
lives her two gentlemen friends, Stanley and Hubert, 


All these people have sort plum pudding-y glow 
about them, fresh from skating the Tarn, rosy- 
cheeked and healthy-minded. Alison shocked 
“Under Milk Wood” and confessed her youth 
the one man who ever wanted marry her that she 
really had thoughts whatever what happened 
between the orange blossoms and the nice clean baby 
the pram. Hubert, the vicar, widower, lack- 
ing self-confidence that one wonders how the 
world ever transmits his religious convictions his 
parishioners, save through rather sentimental tendency 
pray through the long hours the night, all alone 
the dimly lighted church. Stanley fussy, effemi- 
nate bachelor; when toys briefly with the idea 
marrying, not only difficult believe him, but one 
also suspects that for him, too, there the lacuna 
tween wedding festivities and offspring. 


When there humor—and there often is—the book 
has rather pleasant latter-day Dickensian quality. 
Particularly nice the skating scene the Tarn, with 
the entire village assembled. The scenes also have 
some the quality certain genre Christmas 
card pictures. The people, alas, simply inhabit realm 
known this earth. 


Anita Monsees 
Born, Edith Felding Castle 
Knopf. Feb. 16,1959. 264p. $3.95. 


This sentimental little novel has strong flavor the 
autobiographical about it, and its very introspective 
ten sity gives its charm. 


This Austria before the outbreak the First World 
War, and Austrian high society. There good 
deal talk amongst the grownups about troubles with 
Russia and various other martial rumblings, but are 
chiefly concerned with the young Contesse, aged six- 
teen when the book ends, who, visiting Felding Castle 
house guest, manages fall love with her host, 
the father five boys with whom she engages some 
rough-and-tumble Red Indian games. 


There degree sophistication Milli’s love for 
Ernst which almost shocking, though less when 
one considers the tempora and mores; she was 
tomed, after all, accepting the fact that gentlemen 
had mistresses and ladies lovers. Yet her complete 
naiveté other ways would equally shock the teen 
agers today—to put mildly. 


What perhaps most disappointing that the pain, 
while present, not nearly intense enough for first 
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love like this. Everyone kind Milli, including 
Ernst himself, who reckless moment actually kisses 
her; this moment particular seemed highly out 
place and out character. Ernst’s wife, Anna, too, 
little over-kind the young girl who confesses her 
consuming passion; she tells her bit too much about 
her relations with her husband, bends over little too 


far backward. 


spite these discrepancies, however, the book has 
many delightful aspects—in particular the charm the 
five boys who change between late-afternoon and dinner 
time, from five wild Indians distinctly sadistic 
bent, five young gentlemen—albeit young gentlemen 
who kick each other under the table. Through this 
float some glamorous adults, and 
few totally irrelevant characters who serve only fill 
out the scenery. 


Certainly was very special way live, time 
which will probably never see its like again. the 
people not always ring true, they still move against 
luxurious background which quite real, 
complete with the faint—but faint—intimations 
avery different time come. 

Anita Monsses 


Cottrell, Geoffrey Errand Shadow Creek 
Lippincott. Feb. 255p. $3.95. 

there have been novels about the Irish scene, will 
there now novels the Australian continent. 
the fashion, and certain quarters will easily represent 
the new frontier. Certainly those who have 
thought this continent terms bit trans- 
planted England, vast areas sheep pastures, 
brawny Olympic athletes, teeming isolated cities, 
will have incline our thoughts its rural beauties. 


For this heartfelt travelogue, explicit its flower- 
ing details any Peattie discourse. It’s title, Errand 
Shadow Creek, (replacing former title Tea 
Shadow Creek), lends certain aura progressiveness 
slightly weird jaunt about the cities and far-flung 
domiciles unknown (to most) land. The narrator 
this journey Charlie Anderson, who, after thirty- 
three years never quite making his mark, decides 
seek his fortune the booming new land. Unfortunately 
for the reader, Charlie still doesn’t make much progress 
his fortunes his mental outlook, although the 
does get miscroscopic, and sometimes amusing, 
view travel luxe liner, assorted vehicles, and 
arailroad journey. 


Goeffrey Cottrell, the author, has peopled this odyssey 
(to use the term loosely without any the classic 
theme implications) with immemorable assorted char- 
acters. And despite the author’s yeoman service 
stalwart the Book Society and the Book-of-the-Month 
Club with previous novels, there little lend last- 
Ing interest rag-tag love affair; the constant search 
job; the irregular niceties the underwear busi- 
ness; and the reserved Miss Canaris, who becomes the 
teverse heroine this book. 


narrated the aforesaid Charlie Anderson, 
leaves his middle-class comfort England travel 
ustralia via luxury cruise. meets and falls love 
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with Eileen, daughter wealthy parents, who later 
plays him false. After several misadventures job 
placements, selected for traveling salesman’s 
post men’s underwear. then his job learn 
the ropes and travel the breadth the continent, 
admiring scenery, sympathizing with the various rugged 
brawling continentals, and ending with rueful de- 
nouement. 
simple story and sometimes fascinatingly told, 
explores the mores the traveling Englishman and 
the customs those who glory their land rebirth 
down under. There good bit scenic detail, and 
extreme awareness the complications the lives 
the characters the journey. For tangled 
skein that Mr. Cottrell weaves, and had been un- 
raveled along better plot line, might have become 
less linsey and more woolsey. 

Judson LaHaye, 

Montebello, California 


Lockwood, Sarah The Elbow the Snake 
Doubleday. Jan. 22,1959. $3.95. (Ila) 


Emily Bradford one those indomitable pioneer 
women immortalized lady novelists: feminine slip 
thing, pretty enough raise the blood count 
every male from 60, smart whippet, kind, 
virtuous (but prude), slave field and kitchen, 
married well-meaning oaf who will never, never 
appreciate her. 

Eventually, course, the dim-witted spouse gets man- 
gled the combine falls onto pitchfork, (Miss 
Lockwood mercifully clobbers him with the hoof 
enraged horse); thereupon, the little woman takes over 
the ranch herself and, laboring through the four 
seasons with locks shorn and skirts fetchingly pinned 
up, pays off the mortgage, intermittently battling off 
lecherous cowboys, solving local social problems, inspir- 
ing the other settlers with her fortitude, stopping now 
and then only admire the pretty western landscape. 
this cliché-ridden novel had any plot all, would 
soon Jane Wyman movie. But author Fistful 
Stars, The Man from Mesabi) Lockwood never has 
the vaguest idea where she going with her well- 
researched material homesteading early 20th- 
century Idaho. Teddy Roosevelt has just made the 
desert bloom damming the Snake River, and the 
book cluttered with authentic but sleep-provoking 
trivia how the hard-working sodbusters from the 
east manage survive the hard early years among the 
rattlesnakes and sage. The writing facile, occasion- 
ally even poetic. There little said about human be- 
ings, however, that hasn’t been said before better. 
Aside from Peerless Emily, who has certain value 
symbol idealized womanhood, the other characters 
have all the depth Idaho potato pancake. There 
the love interest, lean wrangler distinct from the 
other males chiefly because has limp and sets off 
bewildering chemical reaction Emily. There 
Lena, the lovable, outspoken neighbor who talks 
lovable but utterly undecipherable Dakota Swedish dia- 
lect. There are the predictable Madam from Chicago, 
(who obviously better than the snobbish church- 
women who look down her), and untrustworthy 
Mexican, both whom wander and out the story 
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almost accident. Miss Lockwood does not overlook 
the Redskins either, especially the wily old chief who 
befriends Emily after she cures dying Indian child, 
and the wily young chief who will one day the 
Hope His People. 
With these familiar ingredients, any novelist worth her 
salt should able raise goosepimple two or, 
the very least, several good cries. But Miss Lock- 
wood creates little more excitement than one might 
expect the monthly meeting the Ladies’ Aid. 
There little here drag refined lady from Art 
Linkletter the latest Good Housekeeping. 

James Arnold, 

Creighton University, 

Omaha, Nebraska 


Niland, D’Arcy Woman from the Country 
Sloane. Feb. 18, 1959. 278p. $3.50. (IIb) 

When Barbie Cazabon’s father died, she was complete- 
alone the world. what does she do? She sets 
out search man her own. The search takes 
her all over Australia and through enough dirt, dust, 
fatigue, excitement, ecstasy and tragedy kill any 
ordinary woman. Not only she emotionally and 
physically beyond compare, she also slim, shapely 
and pretty. 

The search takes her from the opal field Moonlight, 
where she had lived with her father, Port Augusta, 
Adelaide, Sugarbag Flat, Tambourine and various other 
back country settlements. She has friends everywhere, 
for she had shared her father’s wanderings. Tam- 
bourine, Teddy Campaspe, better known the Lovely 
Brusher, gets her job waitress the local hotel. 
Here she meets Jack Kappilaw, called everyone Fas- 
cinatin. 

Fascinatin proves just that, and before long 
and Barbie are love and planning married. 
After misunderstanding involving dancehall girl, 
she leaves before the wedding and returns Moon- 
light. 

Not long afterwards, Joe McAra comes into her life 
and Barbie discovers her surprise that she can love 
him deeply. They are married and are unbelievably 
happy. They move into Dogwood Gorge Country and 
start vineyard. Their baby born and life wonder- 
ful. Suddenly Barbie’s world collapses. Joe dies 
heart attack, the baby dies mysterious fever, and 
Barbie near death she rides into the nearest settle- 
ment, clutching the dead child. After long illness, 
she returns Moonlight. letter comes from Fasci- 
natin, comes, and life begins again. 


Mr. Niland knows his Australia, and his characters are 
well drawn. There immorality the part the 
principals, but there much vulgarity and even ob- 
scenity the speech practically every character. 
Whether not this typical Australians doubt- 
ful, though there doubt certain freedom ex- 
pressicn found any frontier that not home 
the drawing room. For this reason the book suitable 


only for mature adults. 
Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Best SELLERs 


Heyer, Georgette 


Putnam. Feb. 20,1959. 308p. $3.95. 

Readers light romance will welcome this latest 
Georgette Heyer, whose heroine lends her name 
the title. Miss Heyer has already written some thirty 
odd novels, somewhat the same pattern Venetia, 
laid Regency England. 


After the loss his wife, Venetia’s childhood, her 
father withdrew from society and his three children 
grew with very little social contact with kin 
neighbors. When this story opens, three years after his 
death, Venetia twenty-five—a ripe age for un- 
married woman that time and place—and 
fully managing the family estate, living there with 
crippled younger brother, Aubrey. The heir, Conway, 
still France with the Army Occupation. Venetia 
has two suitors who are taken seriously one but 
themselves, and perhaps each other: Edward 
pompous, righteous bachelor; and Oswald, affected, 
posturing boy Aubrey’s age. this scene appears 
Lord Damerel, young man who has been absent from 
his neighboring estate for some years during which his 
amours and adventures have earned him the reputation 
roué and have destroyed the social position 
which background and birth entitle him. The most 
unsavoury his escapades was his elopement with 
married woman who subsequently left him. Venetia 
and Aubrey know all this but they find him kindly 
neighbor and delightful companion. The easily fore- 
seen development love affair between Venetia and 
Damerel forms the body this highly romantic novel. 


Venetia well constructed regard plot and 
plications. Two entirely unexpected turns fortune 
are cleverly introduced and then dropped the 
thor, rather than used develop the plot. The 
ner telling gay and sprightly, well suited to. the 
nature the chief characters well the artificial 
society which being portrayed. Generally speaking, 
the characters are types rather than individuals—the 
devoted, tyrannical old nurse, the calculating and 
ful mother-in-law, the embittered cripple. Since the 
purpose this novel purely entertainment 
haps unfair expect our heroine serious-minded 
but her utter insensibility does try the reader’s sense 
the plausible. Although her heavy responsibilities for 
the estate and the younger brother are well-discharged, 
they worry her not all, and she seems equally 
touched the unnaturely lonely life forced upon her 
her father, the sorrow which has deprived her 
mother, and her love for rake, and the 
unconventional behavior into which this love leads her 
—all are dismissed with apt quotation from 

eare. While the reader has wish see her mar 
ried either Edward Oswald, not fair that one 
expected rejoice the prospect her marriage 
Damerel, whose actions made him outcast not 
only the superficial society his day, but who would 
hardly considered eligible bachelor any time 
place. 


The reader with great deal time his 
might spend couple pleasant hours with 
reads only the surface. 
Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
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Stirling, Monica Sigh for Strange Land 
Little, Brown. Feb. 24,1959. 188p. $3.50. (I) 


This short novel, the latest from the pen this popular 
English author, belongs the rapidly increasing cate- 
gory Iron-Curtain literature. The setting desolate, 
the characters few and well-drawn, and the plot line 
simple. 

Resi, teen-age eastern-European girl, tells the story 
from her own viewpoint; thus, much the background 
and action inferred rather than described literally. 
Resi and her Aunt Natasha, caught suddenly the 
aftermath revolution their behind-the-Iron-Cur- 
tain home town, are smuggled across the border 
Uncle Boris, former lover Natasha, now become 
their protector. western city they are sheltered for 
the time being the Red Cross. Tasting freedom for 
the first time, the refugees are struck another blow 
when Natasha stricken seriously ill. Resi, while 
visiting her aunt the hospital, meets English 
Unesco worker named Mrs. Ruiz, who befriends her 
and takes her her hotel room, where Resi meets 
Mrs. Ruiz’ son, Joe. Later on, when the future had 
begun brighten somewhat, Resi suddenly called 
the hospital and Natasha dies shortly thereafter. 


When amnesty proclaimed back home, Boris and 
most the other refugees decide return. Resi, how- 
ever, after some inner struggle, declares that she will 
Italy, where she was born, and there try find 
the freedom and happiness she never knew, the “strange 
land love where tomorrow not always 
frightening word.” 


The three refugees who are the chief characters the 
book—Boris, Natasha, Resi—typify the lives wrecked 
the totalitarian state. Natasha frequently recalls 
the days when she had wealth, beauty and popularity. 
Resi, course, the product the times, born into 
world queues, forms, fear, distrust. the whole, 
Miss Stirling has given stark 
glimpse Soviet oppression the personal level. 


Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Stewart, Donald Crow 
Doubleday. Feb. 12,1959. 286p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Since reviewers ought kind new novelists, this 
has looked around carefully for something 
pleasant say about this first novel. has not been 
easy. Crow is, the whole, very dull novel. But 
the author should keep trying. Some passages are 
written style that arresting, bit opaque. 
Conversations often ring true. There are occasional 
scenes full grimly ribald humor. And there are 
interesting observations human motives and man’s 
despair. But the plot, this reviewer least, ex- 
tremely boring. Since its literal meaning does not add 
much, one suspects symbolism sorts. But 
all remains rather murky. 


Roughly, the plot follows: John Dietche, 
escaped parolee who innocent the crime for which 
has served time, returns upper New York State 
the bleak farm district his birth. But does not 
seek refuge his father’s farm. Instead, hires him- 
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self out for room and board, (no wages will paid), 
proud grasping farmer, Myron Greenhalgh. Here 
meets Cora, Myron’s wife, lonely stupid woman; 
and Curtiss, young city boy who his co-worker 
Myron’s farm. Each these four people sad and 
frightened. The combination silence, hard work and 
play pits each them against the other. Eventu- 
ally, John and Myron become bitter enemies. re- 
venge himself for harsh treatment Myron’s hands, 
John seduces Cora. The poor woman suddenly burns 
down her husband’s barn, thus expressing the release 
frustrations long pent within herself. Myron 
then notifies the police John’s presence the area. 
When the police and Myron start close John, 
Curtiss refuses help, John escapes and, after wild 
chase, John recaptured. 


you can see, sad, sad tale; and seems devoid 
any significant message. doubtful that adult 
readers, whom should restricted, will have the 
patience finish it. 
Robert Cunningham, 
Maryknoll, New York 


Smith, Franc Harry Vernon Prep 
Houghton-Mifflin. Feb. 182p. $3.00. (IV) 


Harry Vernon stops help two policemen Canada 
fix their disabled car, when they suddenly become 
aware that the one driving has just been reported 
stolen. But his glib tongue extricates him from this 
tight spot. also enables him soon afterwards be- 
come teacher English Grey Hall, prep school 
Massachusetts for boys well-to-do families, though 
has academic degree. 


Vernon’s description the other members the staff 
hardly flattering. They wear clothes that even the 
permanent residents the Bowery would cast aside 
scorn, and attempt cover their low I.Q. speak- 
ing high-sounding terms. has coined Latin (?) 
phrase for them, “phonus balonus,” that not too 
difficult translate. The only sensible member the 
faculty the forty-year-old Adeline Biggs, and she has 
decided become nun the end the school year, 
since she has been unable find suitable husband. 
takes his relaxation nearby tavern, and agrees 
become the mentor “Red,” its owner, who 
anxious more life than just mix drinks. 


has some unusual experiences with his pupils 
and out class; his friendship with Adeline blossoms 
into love, and causes her think marriage rather 
than the convent; faces not few obstacles 
trying convert bartender into scholar. But even- 
tually everything seems point “they lived hap- 
pily ever afterwards” ending, when moment 
weakness Vernon becomes intimate with the mother 
one his students. The whole world seems fall 
upon him once: the school authorities expel him, 
Adeline rejects him with contempt, and hard right 
from Red drops him the floor and brings the tavern- 
classes unexpected and unpleasant ending. 


Franc Smith calls this, serious book, no-quarters 
assault phonus balonus.” But insults the intel- 
ligence his readers expects them take this 
caricature the teaching profession seriously. Even 
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more superficial are his comments why people 
the Catholic Church enter religious orders like the 
Trappists, and why women become nuns. There are 
some humorous situations, and yet the laugh, say, 
dies your throat, because they contain many vulgar 
and profane words, and not few suggestive allusions. 
anyone were speak real life Vernon does 
this novel—it the form monologue—every 
decent-minded person would walk away disgust. 
you’re not missing much, you don’t find out what 
happened Harry Vernon Prep. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Anderson, Paul The Enemy Stars 
Lippincott. Feb. 25,1959. 189p. $2.95. (IIb) 

This cut-above-the-average science-fiction novella deals 
some extent with the idea that men risk their lives 
the dangerous search for the unknown because 
the human nature which drives them meaningful 
accomplishment but even more with the fact that men 
stranded hopeless situation will endeavor, beyond 
the bounds human strength and endurance, solve 
their problem survival and that men danger will 
alter their own personalities and even sacrifice their 
lives for the common good. 


The story told terms space ship flight for 
more than four centuries and manned instantaneous 
matter transference replacement crews which varied 
from month month according the use which could 
made her laboratory. Terangi Mac- 
laren, the wealthy and intellectual physicist, Naka- 
mura, the Buddhistic pilot, Dave Ryerson, the timid 
gravitics expert, and Chang Sverdlov, the rebellious 
engineer, aboard crew investigate the nature 
dead star, the ship and its matter transferrer are 
wrecked too far from any colonized planet for rescue. 
the fact virtual impossibility the crew struggled 
build new matter transference unit, sacrificing 
themselves the attempt until only Maclaren was left 
return. Out the struggle comes understanding 
which gives new meaning his life. Suitable for 


adults. 


Bok, Curtis Star Wormwood 
Knopf. Feb. 228p. $3.95. (III) 


Curtis Bok judge the Supreme Court Penn- 
sylvania and presumed that his integrity will enable 
him carry out his duties where the imposition 
sentence required, but certainly leaves doubt 
his beliefs that punishment for crime outmoded. 
told his publisher that—“The purpose this book 
protest against criminal and penal system 
that founded vengeance.” 


Roger Haike kills young girl, attempts stuff her 
body furnace tending, eats part her flesh 
when caught his hand, violently sick when 
realizes what has done and attempts run away. 
caught and, course, tried and convicted the 
press, long before the actual victim his early 


SELLERs 


circumstances, maladjusted and fit subject for 
treatment; but the trial and execution follow the pat. 
tern demanded our so-called norms society. 


against these norms patterns set usage and 
custom that Judge Bok rebels. Who knows whether 
right wrong? Time will tell. But 
excellent propagandist for his thesis. has selected 
extreme case and presents gripping form. The 
Crime, and comment; the Trial, and comment; and 
the Execution and comment. The Crime, Trial and 
Execution are shocking; and the comments are lectures 
delivered the University Virginia 1957. 


Naturally any crusade based personal feelings, 
This book the expression how one our State 
Supreme Court judges feels the subject. 

“Someday will look back upon our criminal 

process with the same horrified wonder now look back 

upon the Spanish Inquisition.” 
This doubt, but again, Who can tell? Judge Bok 
leaves nothing the imagination when describing the 
facts happenings and, therefore, the book cannot 
recommended for general reading. might appeal 
the student criminal sociology and welfare 
those engaged psychiatry psychology, and even 
lawyers and jurists. seems strange that judge, 
recently elected his position, could bring forth such 
views which cannot but conflict with his sworn 


duty. 
John Cullen, A.B., LL.B. 


FOR LENTEN READING 


Apt and consoling Lenten reading The Mystery 
Calvary, (Macmillan. Feb. 10, 1959. $3.50. I), 
which Gerard Rooney, C.P., writes about the Cross 
Calvary and the Cross our lives: their meaning 
and their relationship. Psychology and the Cross, 
(Bruce. Jan. 23, 1959. 135p. $3.00. I), Rev. Canon 
Emmett Carter shows that theology and true 
modern psychology are not opposed, but can 
ally helpful giving complete view man his 
relation God. Deliver from Evil, (Franciscan 
Herald. 1959. 125p. pa. $0.95. I), Bernard Hy- 
gonet, O.F.M., treats the sorrows sufferings 
which all experience, and the Christian attitude 
toward them. help realize that prayer not for 
chosen few, but for all. Dom Hubert Van Zeller, 
his fluent style, writes Approach Prayer, (Sheed 
Ward. Feb. 25, 1959. 129p. $2.50. I), telling the 
true meaning prayer, its necessity, and its effects upon 
our lives. 


For those interested truly solid treatment 
nially significant aspects the spiritual life William 
Young, S.J., has translated selected essays Ignatian 
spirituality from Christus, quatrerly review published 
French Jesuits, and has entitled them: Finding God 
All Things, (Henry Regnery. Oct. 27, 1958. $4.50. I). 
The Virtues Parade, (Bruce. 1959. 144p. $2.95. 
I), Fr. John Murphy accurately defines vivid, often 
amusing, language the meaning more than forty 
tues and gives suggestions for their everyday practice. 


Man Your Brother, (Newman. Oct. 1958. 133p. 
$2.50. I), collection Lenten sermons Abbé 
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Pierre. They breathe the spirit this modern patron 
the ragpickers Paris. thoughtful meditations 
wealth, poverty, welfare, the underprivileged, they 
sum the deep social theology this famous priest. 
The commandment, love neighbor, the theme 
Your Other Self, (Newman. 1959. 165p. $3.00. I), 
which gives down-to-earth answers the difficulties 
the way keeping this commandment, and sugges- 
tions for increasing true love our fellow man. 
the work Canon Jean Vieujean. The ineffable joys 
heaven, the road thereto, and the virtue hope are 
the subject matter serious, yet happy, book: 
Heaven, (Kenedy. 1958. 143p $3.00. I), Mc- 


Carthy, S.J 


The Liturgy 

The Holy Eucharist, (Newman. Oct. 1958. 
$2.50. 1), Bernhard van Acken, considers, almost 
catechetical fashion, various questions concerning the 
Mass: preparation for it, its theology, spiritual com- 
munion and its value; and answers them with depth 
and understanding for the laymen. The Mass Through 
the Year. Volume Advent Palm Sunday, (New- 
man. Dec. 1958. 330p. $4.50. I), Dame Aemiliana 
Lohr, nun the Benedictine Abbey the Holy 
Cross, fuller and wider reworking study first 
published English twenty years ago. Following the 
direction her famous teacher, Odo Casel, she sees 
each part the liturgical cycle view the sacra- 
mental mystery being celebrated. Mass the 
feast our Redemption and Exaltation seen from some 
point the liturgical calendar. 


Lives Great Men 

anticipation the tercentenary, 1960, St. Vin- 
cent’s closing his eyes upon almost eighty years 
incessant toil friend the poor and oppressed, and 
religious founder, Woodgate offers St. Vin- 
cent Paul, (Newman. 1958. 136p. $2.75. I). the 
Other Towns, (Newman. 1959. $4.50. 
William Bangert, S.J., the biography Blessed 
Peter Favre, first companion St. Ignatius Loyola; 
truly significant figure the early growth the Jesuits, 
and amiable and gentle priest. Margaret Trouncer, 
whose St. Bernadette and The Nun have made her 
well known hagiographer and who has wonderful 
way with words, writes now, the occasion the 
centenary his death, about Saint Jean-Marie Vian- 
ney: Cure Ars, (Sheed Ward. 1959. 260p. $3.95. I). 
The Roman Socrates, (Newman. Oct. 1959. 87p. $1.50. 
I), Louis Boyer, brief portrait St. Philip Neri, 
founder the Oratory, who combined most 
natural way the mysticism saint with the common 
sense realistic apostle. Three Cardinals, (Kenedy. 
Oct. 23, 1958. 278p. $0.50. I), compares the personali- 
ties, and the accomplishments, and discusses the asso- 
ciation three the most prominent English ecclesi- 
astics the nineteenth century, Newman, Wiseman, 
and Manning. Reynolds the author. James 
Gillis, Paulist, (Hanover House. 1958. 270p. $3.95. 
James Finley, C.S.P., gives honest account the 
life dedicated priest, who became controversial 
editor, columnist, and preacher. 


The Blessed Virgin 


Both Our Lady the Gospels, (Newman. Sept. 20, 
1958. 232, $4.50. I), Joseph Patch, and Lady 


Miriam, (Newman. Oct. 1958. 244p. $3.75. I), 
Melanie Marnas, are graphic accounts the life the 
Blessed Virgin set its geographical and historical con- 
text. Mediatress All Graces, (Newman. Oct. 
1958. 310p. $4.00. I), contains doctrinal-devotional 
essays Michael O’Carroll, C.S.Sp., various pre- 
rogatives Mary and her relation us—good spiritual 
reading and food for meditation. scholarly synthesis 
all Catholic teaching concerning the Mother 
God can found Complete Mariology, (New- 
man. Sept. 12, 1958. 287p. $4.50. I), the fruit thirty- 


holff, O.P. 
Henry Erhart, S.J., and 
William Osterle, 


University Scranton 


Goerres, Ida The Hidden Face 
Pantheon. Jan. 23,1959. 427p. $4.95. (I) 


This not the first penetrating book about sanctity 
written Ida Friederike Goerres. Appearing under 
her maiden name, Coudenhove, were such treasures 
The Nature Sanctity, Burden Belief, and Mary 
Ward, all excellently conceived and meticulously 
written. 

The Hidden Face, study the life St. Thérése 
Lisieux, first appeared Germany 1944. This pres- 
ent text has been reworked since the manuscripts 
Thérése’s own writings, especially her letters have be- 
come available. has been translated into English 
from the German Richard and Clara Winston. 


This book very satisfying experience. the study 
which the author claims be, dispassionate where 
many biographers have become hysterical, logical 
where others have been lyrical, and earnestly investi- 
gating and inquiring where others have swallowed 
whole reams pious nonsense without question. 


The last section “The Riddle Glory” most thought- 
fully and intelligently conceived. This section and the 
book ends with the sentence, “We see her girlish 
face the hidden face the Church, the Face the 
Hidden Church, which the chaos time flowers, 
eternally young and beautiful, greet the returning 
Lord.” (414). 
essence this sentence sums the whole book. Many 
veils are lifted from the Thérése the people know. Her 
home life scrutinized carefully could only produce the 
child unhappy school, almost friendless during girl- 
hood, but the pampered youngest, “the Little Queen.” 
Veils are lifted, too, from the inner life Carmel, 
Mother Agnes (Pauline), Mother Agnes Gonzague, 
Celine, each them stands revealed unique 
person, faulty but faithful, earnest but times mis- 
taken. 
Ida Goerres not the only person have felt repulsed 
the common tales St. Thérése, the sweet pictures, 
the sentimental statues sickening their banality. 
One day Ida Goerres saw unretouched photo 
And that was the beginning this book. 
page she records: 

From that August morning was determined pursue 

the riddle her look and smile—so different from the 


honeyed insipidity the usual representations her. Who 
was Thérése the Child Jesus reality? 
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The present book has sprung from this question. 


The Hidden Face you will find the usual biographi- 
cal information, but this study more than 
biography. Thérése’s life and character are ex- 
amined objectively (more objectively than any other 
book have read, has done) and the end Frau 
Goerres has offered interpretation. 


may not completely agree with this interpretation, 
but must grateful Frau Goerres for stripping 
from Thérése the “veil insipid had taste” (21), for 
separating for the essence Thérése from the con- 
temporary ideal holiness, and finally for reminding 
that soul can completely understood any 
one us. 

Sister Mary William, 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Clue-W orks 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Nielsen, Helen The Fifth Caller 
Morrow. Feb. 18,1959. 221p. $2.95. 

the day when Dr. Lillian Whitehall was murdered 
she had five callers. Doug Marshall, the A’s man, 
has been able find four—and seems have the prime 
suspect, Anna Bardossy, custody. But Anna was 
found beach, her wrists slashed, her memory gone. 
she Does she know the identity the fifth 
caller? It’s really difficult get excited and interested 
this static, undynamic exercise passive detection. 


John Coppinger, 
Elmhurst, Illinois 


Vickers, Roy Double Image 
British Book Centre. Feb. 23,1959. 190p. $2.50. (I) 
collection five short and long stories detection, 
each with admirably ingenious plot without strain- 
ing credibility, this something demonstration 
master’s hand this type fiction. Inspector Cur- 
wen sort British-bull Maigret; brilliant intui- 
tions; but patient hard work. Recommended. 


Christie, Agatha Ordeals Innocence 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 23,1959. 247p. $2.95. (I) 

Miss Christie’s latest not her best, but still several 
levels above the run-of-press. Two years after mur- 
der, which seemed solved, evidence exonerates the con- 
demned man and the whole mystery reopened with 
some diastrous effects the odd family remote 
Sunny Hill. All the clues are fairly given, but the 
fabric intricately woven. Even the practiced hand 
may not guess this ahead time, though may 
bored too much talk. 


Which Mrs. Bennett? 


Littlefield, Anne 
190p. 


Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Feb. 1959. 
$2.95. (Ila) 

group people get together Martha’s Vineyard, 
people related each other, mainly meet the new 


Best SELLERs 


Mrs. Bennett. When turns out that the old Mrs, 
Bennett, the one who drank lot and had 
vorced, also just the road piece, and extremely 
sober, the whole situation becomes 
gets more uncomfortable when the new Mrs. Bennett 
turns out most unlikeable lass, and most un- 
comfortable when she turns dead. After that the 
novel races like mad get lots action, some 
pretty convincing character development, and 
tion that makes some sort good sense. 


Halliday, Brett Date With Dead Man 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 23,1959. 184p. $2.95. (IIb) 


Michael Shane, redhead incomparable, comes roaring 
back life fascinating story plane wreck, 
soldier who died, survivor who disappeared, nym- 
phomaniac-dipsomaniac who wants the soldier have 
died the fourth day, and 
somaniac who wants him have died the fifth day. 
Throw missing gardener, crooked survivor, 
shyster lawyer, all sorts strange outer fringe char- 
acters, and you end with just about the best plotted 
Mike Shane novel Halliday has done. The boy 
getting better with age. For adults, course. 


Wadham, Ruth Week End Baghdad 
Macmillan. Feb. 17,1959. 200p. $3.25. 


Miss Wadham has written novel about Baghdad 
which may stand the definitive novel correct 
atmosphere the twentieth century. don’t know. 
Never been there. But she also has written detective 
story which starts when body British diplomat 
turns rather silly place. Somehow lost the 
detective story. think she got lost the atmosphere. 
found brilliantly mediocre. 


Roberts, Lee the Shoe Fits 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 23, 1959. 212p. $2.95. 

She very nice girl. And she overwhelmed the 
attention the most handsome doctor-to-be from 
state. Until his passes get bit rough. Then someone 
decides bop his head very thoroughly, and 
turns out not very nice boy all. has 
financée up-state who not only wants husband, but 
who needs one very soon. And has lot boys 
who are unhappy because not paying off his 
gambling debts. lot novel nice writing job. 
find intriguing right the last necessary 
page. 


Charbonneau, Louis Night Violence 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 23,1959. 182p. $2.95. (1) 

will confess that this book just didn’t look like the 
sort book I’d like, and saved till last. Glad did. 
was one the best. set motel where man 
comes hide for just one night. And his killers come 
also. With flock other people, each with his prob- 
lems. Before the night over, just about everything 
has happened and all makes sense. Spectacular. 
Don’t miss it. 
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Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks 


Eight new and attractive titles have been added the 
superb Image Book catalogue, bringing the number 
these superior pocket-sized editions total eighty- 
two. The Idea University, John Henry Newman’s 
study the ideals higher education for Christian 
has perceptive introduction George 
Shuster, (D-75, $1.35; Father Daniel Lord’s 
autobiography, Played Ear, warm and revealing 
and inspiring account dedicated priest’s busy life, 
cast the form rather long “letters” various 
friends, rewards re-reading, (D-76, $0.95; 
Beloved, Mother Catherine Thomas, (D-77, $0.75; 
subtitled Story Carmelite Nun,” valuable 
and sensible presentation cloistered religious life. 
... Truly classic the “literature Christian mysti- 
cism,” St. John the Cross’ Dark Night the Soul 
Allison Peers’ translation should part 
everyman’s library, (D-78, $0.75; IIa) Marcelle 
Auclair’s biography Teresa Avila, with Andre 
Maurois’ preface and translated Kathleen Pond, 
superb hagiography, absorbing life remarkable 
saintly woman that reads like novel, (D-79, $1.35; 
Saint Peter the Apostle William Walsh, 
(D-80, $0.95; I), deserves wide popularity, only 
correct the strange impressions made such fiction 
The Big Fisherman. This, too, “life saint” 
should written, eminently readable and believable 
Dom Aelred Graham’s The Love God 
perennially inspiring book for clergy and laity, (D-81, 
$0.85; Francois Mauriac’s bitter novel, Woman 
the Pharisees, (D-82, $0.75; Gerard Hopkins’ 
translation reveals this French academician’s deep in- 
sight into human motives and his faith the power 
charity. 


Knopf has added ten new titles its Vintage Book re- 
prints headed The Spirit Liberty, thoughtfully 
penetrating and stimulating essays and addresses 
Judge Learned Hand, (K-69, $1.25; Irving 
liard has served editor, and this book read 
all adult Americans Otto Rank’s The Myth 
the Birth the Hero, includes several other excerpts 
from the esthetic and cultural works this Austrian 
disciple Freud who disagreed with the master and 
was bold enough think for himself; unorthodex 
more ways than one, Rank’s volatile theories need 
critical rather than casual reader, (K-70, $1.25; III) 
Lawrence represented two novellae, 
St. Mawr and The Man Who Died, reprinted one 
volume, (K-71, $0.95; IV). The first somewhat in- 
scrutable; the second Laurentian rewriting the 
gospels that nothing short blasphemous 
lieving Christian The Road Reunion Paul 
Buck study the aftermath the Civil War 
the years 1865-1900, first published 1937, (K-72, 
$1.25; John Galbraith’s Economics and the 
Art Controversy short but lucid discussion 
such controversial subjects, labor, farm policy, wel- 
fare state from the economic point view, the 
author the currently popular The Society, 
(K-73, $0.95; The Mentality Apes trans- 
lated Ella Winter from the German Wolfgang 
Kohler, (K-74, $1.25; will valuable for the 
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student animal psychology The Myth Sisyphus 
Albert Camus, (K-75, $0.95; IIa), collection 
some eleven essays influential French thinker, 
translation Justin O’Brien The Tree Culture 
Ralph Linton, one-volume history civilization, 
presented abridged form Adelin Linton, who 
edited the original work after Dr. Linton’s death, 
1955, (K-76, $1.25; Arthur Mizener’s biography 
Scott Fitzgerald, The Far Side Paradise, (K-77, 
$1.25; was largely responsible for the recent re- 
awakening interest this author the 
The Folded Leaf William Maxwell percep- 
tive novel about childhood and youth the Mid West, 
published 1945, (K-78, $1.25; cf. B.S. 61, 
vol. 5). 


second volume The Classic Theater, edited 
Eric Bentley, includes five German plays, Goethe’s 
“Egmont,” Schiller’s “Don Carlos,” and “Mary Stuart”; 
and Kleist’s “Penthesilea” and “The Prince Hom- 
burg,” (Anchor A-155b, $1.45; Prefaces 
Criticism Walter Bate, first appeared 1952, and 
surveys the progress literary criticism from Aristotle 
Edmund Wilson, (A-165, $0.95; IIa); should 
valuable supplementary reading college courses 
Medieval and Early Modern Science reprinted here 
two volumes, revised edition work published 
originally 1953 Augustine Galileo, History 
Science from 400 1650 A.D. Crombie the 
author and the volumes are illustrated drawings 
and plates, (A-167a and 167b, each $0.95; 
Titmarsh’s Mathematics for the General Reader 
takes said reader through arithmetic, fractions, algebra, 
geometry, trigonometry and into differential and in- 
tegral calculus. The patient reader will learn great 
easily than would suspect, (A-169, 


Maisie Ward’s biography Gilbert Keith Chesterton, 
(Penguin 1070, $0.85; I), paired with two Hilaire 
Belloc’s books pocket-sized form Selected Essays, 
(1325, $0.65; I), which might good suggestion for 
college writing classes and The Cruise the 
“Nona” (1327, $0.65; I), which good have 
hand again for its reflective comment, rather than 
account Rebels and Redcoats George 
Scheer and Hugh Rankin, becomes “eyewitness 
account the American Revolution” through the use 
letters, journals, battlefield reports the time, (Men- 
tor MT-249, $0.75; IIa, cf. vol. 17, 14) Rachel 
Carson’s The Edge the Sea, illustrated with draw- 
Hines, (Mentor MD-242, $0.50; cf. vol. 
228). 


Add three more classic reprints Bantam’s recently 
inaugurated Classic Library: Anthony Trollope’s Bar- 
chester Towers, (FC-21, $0.50; Richard Dana’s 
Two Years Before the Mast, (FC-20, $0.50; and 
Edmond Rostand’s romantic masterpiece, Cyrano 
Bergerac, Brian Hooker’s translation, (AC-19, $0.35; 
Add also three additions the Dell Library: 
Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, (LC-122, $0.50; 
Two short novels, The Aspern Papers and The 
Spoils Poynton Henry James, (LC-121, $0.50; 
and two Evelyn Waugh’s novels, Handful 
Dust and Decline and Fall, (F-74, $0.50; 


which will welcome for college and/or senior high 
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school courses literature, well for courses 
community education. 


Mystery and Suspense 
The Gelignite Gang John Creasey features Scotland 
Yard’s fictitious Inspector West investigating jewel 
thievery, murder and dynamiting, (Bantam 1884, $0.35; 
Roy Huggins invents Stuart Bailey, private eye 
already familiar TViewers Sunset Strip, 
novel sharing the name the video series, (Dell A-176, 
$0.25; IIa) Frank Kane’s Slay Ride stars rough- 
tough Johnny Lindell, (Dell D-264, $0.35; IIb) 
Kent Murdock, the camera sleuth, has another adven- 
ture with murder George Coxe’s Murder Their 
Minds, (Dell D-271, $0.35; cf. vol. 17, 39) 
The Man the Net Patrick Quentin, (Dell D-261, 
$0.35; I), was noted here vol. Murder 
Venice Thomas Sterling was originally titled The 
Evil the Day 1955, (Dell D-270, $0.35; 
Agatha Christie’s baker’s dozen short stories featur- 
ing Poirot titled Poirot Investigates, (Avon T-716, 
$0.35; Early Nero Wolfe Over Dead Body 
Rex Stout, (Avon T-296, $0.35; IIa). 


Westerns 

Chad Merriman’s The Avengers first printing 
tale about the desperado Maxon boys who had 
for the town Piute, (Ballantine 289K, $0.35; 
Louis L’Amour’s The First Fast Draw also seems 
first printing; Texas after the Civil War, 
(Bantam 1905, $0.35; Another first Sound 
Gunfire Frank Bonham, Indian wars Oregon ter- 
ritory, 1864, (Dell A-177, $0.25; Deadly Draw 
Lee Floren, cattle-drive shenanigans familiar 
fans and readers, (Avon 844, $0.25; The 
Man from the Badlands Paul Lehman, also seems 
familiar after all those shoot-em-ups TV, (Avon 


845, $0.25; I). 


BEST SELLERS 
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General Fiction 
The Golden Eagle John Jennings, (Dell D-267, 
IIb), about Hernando Soto, conquistador who 
plored the southern part the United States 
Cannery Row John Steinbeck, (Bantam AC-18, 
$0.35; IV, cf. vol. 191), forerunner the 
“beatnik” fiction, sentimental about “beautiful bums” 
Ernie Kovac’s Zoomar bawdy, but wickedly satiric 
about the industry, (Bantam F-1869, $0.50; cf. 
vol. 17, 272) The Two Lives Dr. Stratton 
first printing another romanticized tale surgeon 
torn between career and caprice, (Dell B-124, $0.35; 
IIa), which will appeal mostly middle-aged females 
The Doctor’s Secret Hans Kades was published 
originally under the title Without Sanction, and con- 
cerns surgeon (again) haunted unsavory past 
which develops good deal suspense, (Dell D-265, 
original which will also published simultaneously 
hardbound edition and has already been sold 
the movies; you have read about the young actress 
facing the pitfalls predatory producers, you know 
what expect, (Ballantine 286K, $0.35; IIb). 


General Non-fiction 

Brain Surgeon the autobiography Dr. William 
Sharpe, abridgement the 1952 edition, (Bal- 
lantine 292K, $0.35; IIb, cf. vol. 12, 173) John 
Hersey’s account Marines battle Guadalcanal 
1942, Into the Valley, (Dell D-263, $0.35; I), 
fine example wartime reporting, illustrated draw- 
ings Major Dickson The Red Knight 
Germany abridged reprint Floyd Gibbons’ 
count World War ace Baron von Richthofen, 
(Bantam A-1919, $0.35; The Story Walt 
Disney told his daughter Diane Disney Miller, 
(Dell D-266, $0.35; cf. vol. 17, 307). Pete Martin 
did the actual writing. 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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